
 

 

104 West First Street  Mansfield, Ohio  44902 

419.524.2572 | mansfieldstpeters.org  

Mass Schedule: 
Saturday:                                         5:00 pm 
Sunday:       7:30 am, 9:30 am, 11:30 am 
 

Monday & Friday                           5:30 pm 
Tuesday - Thursday                      7:00 am 
 
Spanish Mass: 
Resurrection Parish, Lexington 
Sunday:                                            6:00 pm 
 
Parish Office Hours: 
Monday - Thursday:  7:30 am -  7:30 pm 
Friday                             7:30 am -  6:00 pm 
Saturday:                    10:00 am -  2:00 pm  
Sunday                          8:30 am -12:30 pm 
 
Pastoral Care Contacts: 
Ms. Kristi Reindl                   419.524.2572 
     Hospital & Follow-up 
      Nursing Homes/Assisted Living & 
       Prayer Pipeline 
Deacon John Reef              419.529.3694 
     Shut-ins/Homebound 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the Parish Center to begin 
plans for the baptism of your baby or child.  
 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: 
Saturday: 3:00 - 4:30 pm       
Other times by appointment. 
 
Sacrament of Marriage: 
Arrangements should be made at the Parish 
Center at least six months in advance of the 
ceremony. A wedding date is confirmed 
after the initial meeting with a priest. 
 
Sunday Nursery: 
Sunday Nursery is temporarily unavailable until 
further notice.   
 
Bulletin Deadline:  
Friday, 12:00 noon.  All requests must be 
submitted in writing or email and must 
receive prior approval. 
 

Parish Administrative Assistant: 
Ms. Kristi Reindl  419.524.2572  ext.2122 

 

Pastoral Staff: 
Fr. Gregory R. Hite, Pastor 
Fr. Austin Ammanniti, Parochial Vicar  
Mr. Bill Johnson,  
            Director of Music & Liturgy 
Ms. Lynne Lukach, Pastoral Associate  
Mrs. Elizabeth Wurm, Director of 
             Religious Ed. & Youth Minister  
Deacons:   
Mr. John Reef 
Mr. Dennis Striker 
 

 St. Peter’s School: 
Ms. Tammy Haus 
                      High School ,  Jr. High School  
Mrs. Madalyn Bauer 
                 Elementary School    
Mrs. Ashley Rastorfer  
                Montessori  
 

Parish Business Manager: 
Mr. Evan Mumea 
 

Director of Development: 
Mr. Jason Crundwell 

A Parish of the Saint Juan Diego Deanery, Diocese of Toledo 

 SAINT PETER’S CATHOLIC CHURCH 

FEBRUARY 4, 2018 

On leaving the synagogue he entered the house of Simon and Andrew with 
James and John. Simon’s mother-in-law lay sick with a fever, they immediately 
told him about her. He approached, grasped her hand and helped her up. Then 
the fever left her and she waited on them.                   Mark 1:29-31 
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Mass Intentions 
 

Monday, February 5, St. A ugatha, V irgin and Martyr 
         5:00 pm  Rosary 
         5:30 pm  Clarence Beat 
 

Tuesday, February 6, 

7:00 am  Joseph Reindl 
         9:15 am  All School Mass 
 

Wednesday,  February  7, Weekday 
  7:00 am  Clarence Beat 
 

Thursday, February 8, Weekday 
            7:00 am  James P. Barrett 
 

Friday, February  9, Weekday  
          5:00 pm  Rosary 
          5:30 pm  Parish 
 

Saturday, February 10, V igil of Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
5:00 pm  Mary Anne Voytko 

 

Sunday,  February 11, Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
          7:30 am  Parish 
         9:30 am  James P and Megan Smith 
       11:30 am  Charles Eaton 
 
Lector/Communion Minister 
 

Saturday, February 10 
5:00 pm  L  B Schartl, T Mulherin 
                 D  D Falquette, B Niehi, C Sgambellone, D Hipp,  
                      T Hipp, V Zack, Deacon Dennis Striker 
 

Sunday, February 11 
          7:30 am  L  B Danuloff, M Santoro 

                       D  M Collet, L Danuloff, K Reindl, K Reindl,  
                            D Givens, K Randall, A Holloway 
      9:30 am  L  R Sliney, A Seiss 
                       D  S Weber, J Brennan, M Riggleman, S Weitzel,  
                            C Merle, A Harraman, T Baker, Deacon John Reef 
    11:30 am  L  F Leitenberger, T Malec 

                            D  K Yockey, J Liston, S Rizzo, K Schreck, L Strauser, 
                                 B Riley, H Deel, C Mears 
 

Mass Servers        
                          

Saturday,  February 10 
           5:00 pm     J Westwood, B Dix, G Dix 
 

Sunday,  February 11 
             7:30 am   A Lorenz, C Lorenz, G Farragher 
           9:30 am   M Togliatti, R Togliatti, E Lindsey 
         11:30 am   O Deel, D McGinty, K Elliott 
 

The Children’s Liturgy of the Word  

Sunday,  February 11 
             9:30 am  Patti 
           11:30 am  Tricia 
We are still in need of 1-2 people to be leaders in our Children’s Liturgy of the 
Word program at 9:30 Mass. Training will be given, contact 
dillon.angie@myspartans.org if you are interested in helping. 

It has been just luck or the Holy Spirit at work that these last few 
columns have ended up in such a personal form. I want to share 
another experience with my grandfather that happened last 
weekend.   

It is tough to keep my Grandpa Nick engaged in conversation.  He 
can drift off to sleep quickly, but I still tried to spend a few hours 
with him to watch the replay of the St. Peter’s basketball game.   

At first, he did not seem all that interested, but as soon as the 
Franciscan Activity Center gym popped up on my computer and 
the big ST. PETER’S on the sideline lit up the screen, he reached for 
his bed’s remote and sat himself up.   

He did well for a nearly 94-year-old in failing health, only dozing off 
once or twice, and only to be awakened by a well-timed cough or 
extra loud “nice shot” from a motivated grandson.  He would look 
over and smile, glad to see I was still there, and would look back at 
the game. 

However, something amazing happened at the end of the game -- 
besides the fact that we won.  A Extraordinary Minister of Holy 
Communion stopped in to bring the Blessed Sacrament.  When 
Grandpa Nick realized what she was there for, he could not get me 
to get my laptop off his bedside cart fast enough. 

You could tell he was uplifted by the Holy Spirit and was ready to 
receive the Eucharist.  The extraordinary minister went through the 
readings and gave communion to my grandfather.  It was a 
wonderful experience to see.  Even with all his health issues and 
physical failings, all that seemed to disappear for just a few 
minutes. 

Both of my grandparents still have a strong faith – even as their 
physical bodies fail them.  My grandmother doesn’t remember 
much, but she does remember her prayers.  Hopefully, they will  
celebrate 72 years of Matrimony later this month.   

Their faith makes me yearn for more of it in my own life.  I am the 
first to admit this last year has been quite tough, and at times, very 
challenging to my faith.  I am sure it is for many parents my age as 
we struggle with demanding careers, family life and trying to make 
it all work financially.  On top of that, you do your best to live a 
good life of faith. 

Six years ago, I was blessed to have attended a men’s retreat at my 
parish in Indianapolis. At that time, I was also at a very challenging 
time in my career.  The retreat helped me find a focus that would 
eventually lead me back home. 

I know we do not have many ministries in our parish these days 
that are devoted to younger families in their 30s & 40s. The 
perception is that they’re not interested.  I’d like to think I’m not 
alone.  Maybe it is time for us to start.  It will happen if we just 
listen to the Holy Spirit and just take that first step. Our faith 
community can only grow stronger if we work to build the 
Kingdom of God together. 

Someday, this building in which we celebrate the faith every 
weekend will be our responsibility.  Hopefully, it will still be 
forming future generations of Catholics with a solid faith and 
moral leadership.  I hope that it continues to be the physical 
cornerstone of our faith formation, so one day when we are in our 
nineties, and in our last days of life, we can also be filled with the 
Holy Spirit when someone comes to give us the Eucharist. 

Jason Crundwell  
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Please Pray for the Sick of Our Parish 

Rose Mary Lang-Martin,  Gwen Yockey,  John Henney, 
Debbie Ashley, Mike Payton, Bill Ruhl, Jeannie 
Burkhalter,  Ken Kayden, Krista Marshall, Colleen Behr, 
Aaron Blank, Don Blank, Marilyn Williamson, Theresa 
Prendergast,  Cindy Lassen, Dina Riley, Eliana Nelson, 

Mary Ann Switzer, Joe Palmer, Louis Gaul, Joanne Glowe, 
Rosemary Quitter, MaKaya Butler. Thomas Julian, Theresa 
Schmidt, Sandra Barrrick, Sr. Bernard Marie Campbell. Victoria 
Murar, Mildred Corbin, John Ziegler, Julie Krouse. 
 

Names will only be listed for 4 weeks.  If you wish to have  
additional time, contact the Parish Center Office at 419.524.2572. 

 

Sunday Collection 

 

Total Sunday Collection  To Date: $475,452.00 

Total Budgeted Sunday Collection To Date: $471,335.29 

Sunday Collection Surplus/(Deficit) $4,116.71 

School Collection  

Total Budgeted School Collection To Date: $101,596 

School Collection Surplus/(Deficit) 
 

($3,415) 

Total School Collection  To Date: $98,181 

  

Year to date through 
01/19/2018 

In God’s arms….     

Ronald Berlo    

Prison Ministry Corner 

Next candlelight vigil: 

Monday February 12 from 6:30 to 7:30 pm in the 3rd floor 
Chapel of St. Peter’s Parish Center. 

Please enter thru 104 West First Street entrance. For twenty 
years we have held Candlelight Vigils before each scheduled 
execution in Ohio. We have gathered over 50 times on State 
Route 13 across from the entrance to ManCI. Our Vigils will 
continue as long as Ohio continues executions, but our 
location will change to the 3rd floor Chapel starting this 
month. Come for an hour of silent prayer as we pray for 
death row inmate Raymond Tibbetts, the souls of his victims 
Judith Sue Crawford and Fred Hicks, all involved in the 
execution process, and an end to the death penalty in our 
state and country. 

Red Cross Blood Drive 

The next Red Cross Blood Drive at St. Peter’s will be held 
Friday, February 9, 2018.  Contact Angie Dillon at the Parish 
Office for more information. 

Adult Faith Opportunities 

EPIC—A Journey through Church history continues on 
Thursday evenings at 6:30.  All are welcome to join us for 
this informative course.   

See next week’s bulletin for additional faith enrichment 
opportunities during Lent. 

Bring in Old Palms 

You can bring in your old palms anytime in the next few 
weeks & put them in the boxes at any of the church 
entrances. 

Thank You from Catholic Charities 

Thank you for your gift of $147 on December 7, 2017. Your 
generosity will help those we serve at the Miriam House, in 
the Hope Pantry & our many other services such as the 
Adult Advocacy program & Crisis Navigation. 

Your gift will make a difference for the people we serve. 
Your support will help bring hope & happiness to those 
most in need. Thank you for being the outstretched arms 
of Jesus Christ to our brothers & sisters in the Diocese of 
Toledo.  To learn more about our ministries & clients’ 
stories visit our website at www.catholiccharitiesnwo.org. 

Forty Days For Life Campaign  

Catholic Charities is hosting the ecumenical 40 Days for Life 
campaign in Northwest Ohio from February 14th through 
March 25. You can participate in three ways: prayer and 
fasting, community outreach and peaceful vigil. We invite 
you to pray for an hour in front of Capital Care Network, the 
Toledo abortion clinic, located at 1160 W. Sylvania Avenue. 
Sign up at: www.40daysforlife.com/toledo. 

Since the international 40 Days for Life Campaign began in 
2007, over 750,000 volunteers in over 40 nations have 
stood in prayerful witness at abortion clinics to witness to 
the dignity of human life. To learn more, email Peter Range 
at prange@toledodiocese.org. Join the movement, and 
help us end abortion in Northwest Ohio! 

Cold And Flu Season Is Upon Us 

Please be mindful of the health of others.  If you have the flu 
or a cold please refrain from drinking from the Communion 
cups at Mass.  Our faith teaches us that the entire Christ, 
Body, Blood, Soul, and Divinity are contained in each of the 
species. 
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Capital Campaign Financial Update 

 

As of January 15, 2018 

 

Mansfield Distributing Co. 

1245 W. Longview Avenue 

419.747.4777 

Total Pledged: $2,629,971 

Total Pledged: $2,605,184 

Amount needed to 
reach challenge goal: 

$370,029 

Payments to Date: $1,786,233 

2018-2019 Annual Fund Campaign  
Total Pledged: $76,901 

Payments to Date: $68,532 

Amount needed to   
reach goal: 

$23,099 

As of January 15, 2018 

Finding Faith in the Midst of Business 

You’re invited to the next Catholic Business Network 
breakfast, Thursday, February 15, this free event will be held 
at St. Joan of Arc’s Atrium, 5856 Heatherdowns Blvd., Toledo 
OH.  Registration, networking and a free continental 
breakfast at 7 am precedes the hour-long program at 7:30 
am.  Brig Sorber, Executive Chairman of Two Men & A Truck, 
continues our quarterly speaker series with “Finding Faith in 
the Midst of Business.” 

This new Catholic Charities ministry invites people of all 
faiths to explore ways of living and promoting Catholic 
values in the workplace.  Register early & online at 
Eventbrite Toledo https://faith-in-business.eventbrite.com  
Or call Kate Pomrenke at 419.214.4898; or email 
kpomrenke@toledodiocese.org. 

The Joy of Living Lent 

Join Fr. Ted Miller as he shows us just how joyful the Lenten 
Season can be on February 7 from 10 am to 2 pm at Our Lady 
of the Pines Retreat Center, 1250 Tiffin St., Fremont OH, 

Drawing on the writings The Joy of the Gospel and Laudato 
si’ by Pope Francis, we will journey and discover how this 
Lent can focus us on living happily in our relationship with 
God, and God’s relationship with us. The day will end with 
optional participation in Mass. Cost is $20 per person, contact 
Marissa Mills for more information at 419.332.6522. 

Important Upcoming Events 

February 22—Pierogi making in the High School (HS) 

February 23—Afternoon presale of Pierogis in the HS 

March 6 & 7—Candy making in Franciscan Center 

March 12, 13, 14—Cabbage roll making in HS Cafeteria 

March 15—Presale of Cabbage rolls in HS 7-10:30am in HS 

March 21— One day only, making Poticas 

March 25— Preparations for baking 

March 26—Making of Butter rings & Braided bread & prep 

March 27—Easter Bake Sale 7am—6pm 

March 28— Easter Bake Sale 7am—2pm 

Crochet/Knitting Club 

St. Peter’s HS is starting a crochet/knitting club. They are in 
need of extra yarn, knitting needles & crochet hooks. They 
will probably meet one or two times a week after school. 
They hope to make items for the homeless & elderly of our 
community. If crochet/knitting is one of your talents & you 
would like to teach our young people this skill, contact 
dillon.angie@myspartans.org. 
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BLUE BARRELS:   February 10-11 
Recycling—Next Date: February  9, 2018 

10:00 am—11:00 am & 2:00 pm—4:00 pm 

 (Every 2nd Friday of the month) in the Franciscan Activity Center parking lot 

Head Boys Soccer Position 

St. Peter’s High School has an open position for a Boys 
Varsity Soccer Coach who can develop & implement a 
comprehensive soccer program for grades 9-12. The head 
coach & staff are expected to be committed to St. Peter’s 
Catholic mission & core values, as well as continue the 
Spartan tradition of soccer excellence. Candidates must 
possess or be able to obtain a valid Pupil Activity permit 
from the Ohio Department of Education & meet all OHSAA 
coaching requirements. Candidates must also complete the 
Toledo Diocese VIRTUS Training. Coaching experience at 
the collegiate level and/or Head Varsity coaching 
experience preferred. Interested applicants should send 
cover letter, resume, coaching philosophy & at least three 
references to Annemarie Mauric, Athletic Director, 
mauric.annemarie@myspartans.org. Review of application 
will begin January 2018. 

Boys Tennis Coach 

St. Peter’s High School has an open position for a Boys 
Varsity Tennis Coach who can develop & implement a 
comprehensive boys’ tennis program for grades 9-12. The 
head coach & staff are expected to be committed to St. 
Peter’s Catholic mission & core values. Candidates must 
possess or be able to obtain a valid Pupil Activity Permit 
from the Ohio Department of Education & meet all OHSAA 
coaching requirements. Candidates must also complete the 
Toledo Diocese VIRTUS Training. Coaching experience at 
the collegiate level and/or Head Varsity coaching 
experience preferred. Interested applicants should send 
cover letter, resume, coaching philosophy & three 
references to Annemarie Mauric, Athletic Director, 
mauric.annemarie@myspartans.org. Review of application 
will begin January 2018. 

Girls Tennis Coach 

St. Peter’s High School has an open position for a Girls 
Varsity Tennis Coach who can develop & implement a 
comprehensive girls’ tennis program for grades 9-12. The 
head coach and staff are expected to be committed to St. 
Peter’s Catholic mission and core values. Candidates must 
possess or be able to obtain a valid Pupil Activity permit 
from the Ohio Department of Education and meet all 
OHSAA coaching requirements. Candidates must also 
complete the Toledo Diocese VIRTUS Training Coaching 
experience at the collegiate level and/or Head Varsity 
coaching experience preferred. Interested applicants 
should send cover letter, resume, coaching philosophy and 
three references to Annemarie Mauric, Athletic Director., 
mauric.annemarie@myspartnas.org.  Review of applications 
will begin January 2018. 

Scout Sunday Today! 

Scouting as a Catholic youth builds character & teaches 
devotion to God in an environment that provides 
wholesome adventure & fun outdoor experiences under the 
guidance of strong adult role models. St. Peter’s Parish 
Scouting offers a rare opportunity for young people to 
develop as leaders, to appreciate God’s creation, and to 
experience God’s love in & through working with others. St. 
Peter’s Boy Scout & Cub Scout activities are designed to help 
build personal skills, teamwork, & leadership—an action 
packed way to teach leadership, service, & respect for others. 
St. Peter’s Scouting family has over 65 years of helping our 
youth grow into being good men of character. Boy Scouting 
is for boys who are at least 10 years old & have completed 
the fifth grade or are 11 years through 17 years old. St. 
Peter’s year-round Boy Scout program affects character, 
citizenship, personal fitness; promotes spiritual growth & 
leads our youth to be faithful in service to God & their 
neighbors. Cub Scouting is for children in the first through 
fifth grades and is a family-oriented program designed 
specifically to address the needs of younger children, and 
serve as an introduction to Boy Scouting. 

For more information on how to join St. Peter's Scouting 
family,  contact Scoutmaster Patrick Failor at (419) 481-7713, 
Assistant Scoutmasters Mike Schopieray (419) 544-2730 or 
Christopher Baldasare (419) 543-2480. 

Official Policy Announcement   

Whenever a county/city within the Diocese of Toledo is 
placed under a Level 3 Snow Emergency, during which all 
roadways are closed to non-emergency personnel, the 
Catholic Churches within that geographic region will cancel 
the scheduled Saturday Vigil, Sunday, or Holy Day Masses.  
Roman Catholics in that region, therefore, are dispensed 
from the obligation to attend Mass.  If Masses are cancelled, 
Catholics are encouraged to participate in Holy Mass via  
television, radio, or internet, making a spiritual Communion.  
When Mass is cancelled, all other diocesan, parish, or school 
events in the geographic region are also cancelled. When 
school is cancelled, all Parish activities are cancelled as well.  
Intervention Specialist 

St. Peter’s is looking to fill a full time position of Intervention 
Specialist. Interested candidates must be licensed in the 
State of Ohio or have the ability to obtain an Intervention 
Specialist License for K-12 Mild-Moderate. Applicants should 
be flexible & have the ability to work with a wide range of 
disabilities & ages. All qualified candidate must complete a 
background check & the Diocese of Toledo child safety on-
line class. Interested candidates should send their resume 
along with licensing information & references to Elizabeth 
Wurm at wurm.elizabeth@myspartans.org. 
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Mansfield St. Mary School Advisory Council is hosting their annual Reverse Raffle on Saturday, February 10, 2018.  Tickets are 
$50.00 for an evening of a catered dinner, dancing, silent auction, and a chance to win cash prizes, including the grand prize of 
$3,500.00.  $10.00 dinner/dance tickets are also available.  Raffle winners need not be present to win! Tickets are available by 
contacting the school office at 419.589.2114.  All proceeds will benefit the school.  Thank you for supporting our school and investing 
in our students!  

Teens Encounter Christ  Applications for TEC or Teens Encounter Christ are now available in the parish office.  Ladies’ TEC is 
taking place February 17-19, March 10-12 and April 7-9.  Men’s TEC is taking place February 24-26, and March 17-19.  If you are 
a junior or senior in high school or post high school by one year, consider taking a TEC retreat! 

The Culture Project is an initiative of young people set out to restore culture through the experience of virtue.  We 
proclaim the dignity of the human person & the richness of living sexual integrity, inviting our culture to become fully alive.  
On Feb.20 at 7pm, all adults, especially parents, are invited to attend Parent Talk.  This talk will give vital information on what 
teens are facing today, give an overview on the “Human Dignity” and “Sexual Integrity” talks, & provide helpful resources. 
Contact Jenny Ewing at St. Mary of the Snows, 1630 Ashland Rd, 419.589.5464. Flyers are available in the Parish Center office. 

Resurrection Parish Offers Bi-Lingual Lenten Retreat on February 25. A bi-lingual (Spanish & English) Lenten retreat will be given 
by Fr. Michael Diemer at Resurrection Parish on Sunday February 25, and you’re invited! The theme of the retreat is forgiveness. The 
retreat begins at 3:00 pm. Babysitting will be offered by the Resurrection Youth Group from 3:00 until 5:30; a free-will donation to 
help the youth with their projects will be appreciated. The sacrament of Reconciliation will be offered at 5:30; multiple priests will be 
present.  A bi-lingual Mass follows at 6:00. After Mass, there will be a pot luck supper in Fellowship Hall. Resurrection Parish will 
provide a meat entree; participants are asked to bring a side dish or dessert. There is no cost to attend, call the Resurrection Parish 
office 419.884.0060 to register. 

Resurrection Parish is Looking to Fill Dual Position  of Custodian for the church and Housekeeper for the Rectory. These positions 
together would be approximately 18 hours per week. Interested applicants can call, email or stop by the parish office  at 
419.884.0060 or resparishadm@gmail.com. 
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A FAMILY PERSPECTIVE    

In today’s gospel Jesus went to the “house of Andrew and Simon” to relax but discovered that “Simon’s mother-in-law was very ill.” 
Like Jesus we come home to relax but are confronted with problems. Take a tip from Andrew & Simon who “told Jesus about it at 
once.”                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 By Bud Ozar 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
 

Monday: 1 Kgs 8:1-7, 9-13; Ps 132:6-7, 8-10; Mk 6:53-56 

Tuesday: 1 Kgs 8:22-23, 27-30; Ps 84:3-5, 10-11; Mk 7:1-13 

Wednesday: 1 Kgs 10:1-10; Ps 37:5-6, 30-31, 39-40; Mk 7:14-23 

Thursday: 1 Kgs 11:4-13; Ps 106:3-4, 35-37, 40; Mk 7:24-30 

Friday: 1 Kgs 11:29-32; 12:19; Ps 81:10-11ab, 12-15;  

                            Mk 7:31-37 

Saturday: 1 Kgs 12:26-32; 13:33-34; Ps 106:6-7ab, 19-22;  

                            Mk 8:1-10 

Sunday: Lv 13:1-2, 44-46; Ps 32:1-2, 5, 11;  

                         1 Cor 10:31 — 11:1; Mk 1:40-45 

TODAY’S READINGS 

 

First Reading — Job experienced months of 
misery and troubled nights (Job 7:1-4, 6-7). 

Psalm — Praise the Lord, who heals the 
brokenhearted (Psalm 147). 

Second Reading — I have become all things to all, 
to save at least some (1 Corinthians 9:16-19, 22-23). 

Gospel — Jesus cured many who were sick with 
various diseases (Mark 1:29-39). 

 

 
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, 
International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 

This week’s cover art:   Wikipedia Commons 

TIRELESS DISCIPLESHIP 

 The stories we’ve been hearing these weeks come from the very first chapter of Mark, and they show us the public ministry 
of Jesus in its infancy. Today’s account shows some of the strain or adjustment of his new life of preaching the reign of God, 
healing the sick, and casting out demons. Notice that after sunset, when darkness ended the workday, people brought the sick 
and possessed to Jesus. The following day he rose before dawn to get away by himself to pray, but to no avail. Simon Peter and 
the others don’t just look for him, they pursue him, filled with the fervor that his ministry has incited. With the self-sacrificing 
example he gave until the end of his earthly life, he tells his followers that this is his whole purpose. Through Mark, he is also 
telling the early church, and he is telling us, that this is our purpose, our vocation: to be tireless in our pursuit of proclaiming the 
Good News, and in bringing the healing, reconciling touch of Christ to the world. 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 

 

 

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 

 We’re reading St. Paul’s letter to the Corinthians these days. What was Corinth like? It had a beautiful setting on an isthmus, 
about fifty miles from Athens. The location makes for very easy exchange by sea routes between Greece and Italy, a factor in its 
economic success even today. In Paul’s day it was a cosmopolitan and wealthy city with inhabitants drawn from all over the world, 
including a sizeable Jewish community. When Paul arrived about the year 50, the city was only about a century old, but already 
five times the size of Athens. Paul lived in Corinth for a year and a half, and a few years later came back for three months. The 
community of Christians there struggled against the influence of a very secular and self-indulgent society that was blind to the 
plight of the poor. Pagan attitudes afflicted the community, which had a way of breaking Paul’s heart; he wrote to them 
sometimes “with many tears” (2 Corinthians 2:4). 

 Today, Corinth is a small industrial city. Its historic core has been destroyed by a series of earthquakes over the centuries, and 
what little remained was totally obliterated in a war with Turkey in the 1820s. There’s a core city with glamorous shops to catch the 
tourists, but it is mainly a cargo port, with piles of marble, tiles, and minerals everywhere, a huge oil refinery nearby, a busy canal, a 
modern fast rail line to Athens, and a meeting point of major highways. Today, the remains of the Temple of Apollo and the 
marketplace are more ruined than most such sites. The glory of the city Paul knew well has faded, but the relevance of his words 
shines through the centuries. 
—Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 
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