
 

 

104 West First Street  Mansfield, Ohio  44902 
419.524.2572 | mansfieldstpeters.org  

Mass Schedule: 

Saturday:                                         5:00 pm 

Sunday:       7:30 am, 9:30 am, 11:30 am 
 

Monday & Friday                           5:30 pm 

Tuesday - Thursday                      7:00 am 
 

Spanish Mass: 
Resurrection Parish, Lexington 

Sunday:                                            6:00 pm 
 

Parish Office Hours: 

Monday - Friday:           9:00 am - 3:00 pm 

Saturday:                   10:00 am - 1:00 pm 

Sunday                                      Closed 

 

Pastoral Care Contacts: 

Ms. Kristi Reindl                   419.524.2572 
     Hospital & Follow-up 

     Nursing Homes/Assisted Living & 

      Prayer Pipeline 

Deacon John Reef              419.529.3694 

     Shut-ins/Homebound 

                                                               

Sacrament of Baptism: 

Please contact the Parish Center to begin   

plans for the baptism of your baby or child.  

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: 
Saturday: 3:00 - 4:30 pm       

Other times by appointment. 
 

Sacrament of Marriage: 
Arrangements should be made at the Parish 

Center at least eight months in advance of 

the ceremony. A wedding date is confirmed 

after the initial meeting with a priest. 
 

Sunday Nursery: 
Sunday Nursery is temporarily unavailable until 

further notice.   
 

Bulletin Deadline:  
Friday, 12:00 noon.  All requests must be 

submitted in writing or email and must 

receive prior approval. 
 

Parish Administrative Assistant: 
Ms. Kristi Reindl  419.524.2572  ext.2122 

 

   Pastoral Staff: 

   Fr. Gregory R. Hite, Pastor 

   Fr. Austin Ammanniti, Parochial Vicar  

   Mr. Bill Johnson,  

            Director of Music & Liturgy 

   Ms. Lynne Lukach, Pastoral Associate  

   Mrs. Elizabeth Wurm, Director of 

             Religious Ed. & Youth Minister  

   Deacon:   

   Mr. John Reef 
 

    St. Peter’s School: 

   Ms. Tammy Haus 
                  High School ,  Jr. High School  

   Mrs. Madalyn Bauer 
              Elementary School    

   Mrs. Ashley Rastorfer  
             Montessori  
 

    Parish Business Manager: 

   Mr. Evan Mumea 
 

   Director of Development: 

   Mr. Jason Crundwell 

A Parish of the Saint Juan Diego Deanery, Diocese of Toledo 
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Mass Intentions 
 
Monday, June 24, Solemnity of the Nativity of Saint John the  

                                              Baptist 

         5:00 pm  Rosary 

         5:30 pm  Zora Falls Viley 

Tuesday, June 25, Weekday 

7:00 am  John “Bud” Luers 

Wednesday, June 26, Weekday

7:00 am  Maryanne Voytko 

Thursday, June  27,  Weekday

         7:00 am   Parish 

Friday, June 28, Solemnity of Most Sacred Heart of Jesus  

          5:00 pm  Rosary 

         5:30 pm  William Cruz 

Saturday, June 29, Vigil of the Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary  

                                              Time  

         5:00 pm  James P. Barrett 

Sunday, June 30, Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

          7:30 am  Parish 

         9:30 am  Clarence Beat 

       11:30 am  Robert Sutter 

 
 

Lector/Communion Minister 
 

Saturday, June 29 

         5:00 pm  L   B Schartl, B Rader 

                          D   V Zack, B Nihei, B Linkenbach, T Hipp,  

                                D Hipp, M Joyce 

Sunday, June 30 

         7:30 am  L   J Kennedy, H Eighinger 

                      D  A Holloway, B Danuloff, K Randall,  

                            K Reindl, K Reindl, L Danuloff, P Taylor 

     9:30 am  L   F Schuster, T Studer 

                      D  S Weber, S Crundwell, B Genter,  

                           M Meinzer, S Weitzel, K Wehinger,  

                           A Harraman, M Riggleman 

       11:30 am  L  S Andrews, C Mears 

                            D K Speck, C Mears, K Schreck, K Yockey, 

                               S Elliott, F Leitenberger, L Strauser 

 

Mass Servers 
 
Saturday, June 29 

         5:00 pm  E Holzmiller, K Delano, D Delano  

Sunday, June 30 

         7:30 am  S Tridico, A Saltzgiver, A Gasper 

         9:30 am  E Lindsey, N Lindsey, J Ramey 

       11:30 am  D Stanford, K Elliott, E Henderson 

According to legend, it was 500 years ago (1519) on the Feast of 

Corpus Christi when Spanish explorer Alonzo Alvarez de Pineda 

discovered a bay on the Gulf of Mexico.  A city eventually grew on 

the edge of that bay and in 1852 that community adopted the name 

Corpus Christi and is now the sixth largest city in the State of Texas. 

My wife and I spent three years living in Corpus Christi while 

working on TV.   As you can imagine, the Feast of Corpus Christi is a 

big deal for the Catholic Church in that community.  The diocese 

celebrated the feast this past Thursday with a three-hour, 1.5-mile 

procession around city streets, and stopping at three Altars along 

the way for prayers.   

Children who celebrated their First Communion in the current year 

are highly encouraged to attend, and the girls are asked to wear 

their First Communion dresses.  These new communicants are given 

the honor of following the Blessed Sacrament at the front of the 

procession.  Attendees are also welcome to wear their native dresses 

from their home country of origin, which can be a feat for some 

since temperatures are always hot and humid in June.  This year, the 

forecast in South Texas called for 110-degree heat indexes. 

According to The Catholic Encyclopedia, the idea for a feast came 

from St. Juliana of Mont Cornillon in Belgium.  “...Juliana had a great 

veneration for the Blessed Sacrament and longed for a special feast 

in its honor that was not tied to the sorrowful tone of Holy Thursday.  

Her desire increased after she had a vision of the Church under the 

appearance of a full moon having one dark spot, which signified the 

absence of such a solemnity.  She made her thoughts known to 

Bishop Robert de Thorete, who instituted the feast in his diocese in 

1246.  By 1264 Pope Urban IV made the feast day a universal feast 

across the church. “ * 

Living in a city named after the Body of Christ for three years was 

one we always will remember.  We were able to experience how the 

Hispanic culture embraces their faith.  Our parish, Most Precious 

Blood was a large active parish that liked to celebrate events.  

Behind the parish meeting hall, the Knights of Columbus built a 

smokehouse that could cook hundreds of chickens, up to 50 briskets 

and Thanksgiving turkeys that you had to be put on a waiting list for 

an open slot.  For these cooks, it was a vocation that required an all-

night effort.  It was at MPB where we attended our first Quinceanera 

– an event unto itself, that rivals some wedding planning. 

Then for a change of pace, we always had the option of attending St. 

Andrew by the Sea Catholic Church on North Padre Island.  It is the 

only open-air parish in the world where Mass is celebrated year 

round.  The pews and kneelers are all made of concrete to withstand 

the elements and the occasional hurricane.  However, they do 

provide plenty of carpet squares to keel on, and in season – plenty of 

mosquito repellant available to spray oneself down with before 

Mass. 

One of the great things about our universal church, there is so many 

traditions and culture that has grown from that First Eucharist on 

Holy Thursday.  No matter where in the world you may be, the 

Eucharist at Mass will always be celebrated the same way. 

*Mershman, F., (1908). Feast of Corpus Christi. In The Catholic 

Encyclopedia. New York: Robert Appleton Company. Retrieved June 17, 

2019, from New Advent: http://www.newadvent.org/

cathen/04390b.htm  

 

Jason Crundwell 
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Please Pray for the Sick of Our Parish 

Mike Payton, Bill Ruhl, Jeannie Burkhalter, Krista 

Marshall, Aaron Blank, Don Blank, Cindy Lassen, 

Dina Riley, Eliana Nelson, MaKaya Butler, Mildred 

Corbin, Sharon Valdry, Ken Kayden, John Henney, Theresa 

Schmidt, Paige Divelbiss, Maria Loschinkohl, Carol Pittenger, 

Sherry Studer, John Ziegler, Marlene Ziegler, Kim Rucker, 

Dorothy Trinter, Marti Selby, JoAnn Marbaugh, Baby 

Greyden Jack, Gwen Yockey, Mary Ann and Mel Switzer, 

Louise Stegall, Tammy Dudley, Keith Combs, Mady Ziegler, 

Elaine Johnson, Cindy Jasnek Cartier, Jeannine Klotz, Marilyn 

B. Williamson, Rex Linkenbach, Helen Philpott, Stephanie 

Caldwell, Kathryn Keil, Sam Doty, Melvyn Weiland, Lula 

Davis, Jeffery Barnes, Paul Schopp, Tom Studer, John Kocher, 

Robert Entrup. 
 

Names will only be listed for 4 weeks.  If you wish to have  additional time, 

contact the Parish Center at 419.524.2572. 

New Parishioners 

Dr. Krysta Goslin and Family 

Mr. and Mrs. John Rose and Family 

Ms. Kathee Lutes 

Mr. Jacob Poiner 

Mr. Peter Henkels 

Baptisms 

Charlie Anne Garrison 

Kathee Helen Lutes 

Jacob Michael Poiner 

Landon Jones 

Liam Jones 

Bentley Jones 

Susan Esther Harshbarger 

 

 

 

 

Sunday and Holy Day Collections 

 

Sunday Collection & Holy Day Collection: $799, 876 

Total Budgeted Sunday Collection To Date: $796,250 

Sunday Collection Surplus/(Deficit) $3,625 

School Collection  

Total Budgeted School Collection To Date: $157,500 

School Collection Surplus/(Deficit) 

 

($22,116) 

Total School Collection  To Date: $135,384 

 
 

Year to Date 

June 7, 2019 

Prison Ministry Corner 

May was a busy month for the RiCI Catholic 

community.  Our contract requires us to maintain 

records of numbers of inmates seen for each faith 

gathering.  Here is a summary of our attendance for May: 

Worship (includes Mass and Adoration) - 360 inmates, 27 

team members 

Rosary Prayer - 169 inmates, 18 team members 

Music & Fellowship - 92 inmates, 15 team members 

Spring Retreat - 75 inmates, 11 team members 

Our activities also include weekly RCIA/Faith Enrichment, 

weekly Meditation Prayer, and bimonthly Catholic Book 

Study.  Those attendance figures bring our monthly total to 

760 inmates and 83 team members.  Another part of the 

monthly statistics is number of men seen for individual or 

group pastoral visits, including to special housing areas 

such as Segregation, and general planning sessions, such as 

preparing for weekly Mass and special functions such as the 

Retreat.   

RCIA - Rite of Christian Initiation of 
Adults 

Summer is the ideal time to begin preparing for the Rite of 

Christian Initiation of Adults, the process for adults desiring to 

learn more about the faith with the possible reception of the 

Sacraments of Initiation at the Easter Vigil.  Please contact the 

Parish Center to schedule an initial discussion and to find out 

more about the RCIA process.  Please encourage any loved 

ones who feel drawn to the Catholic faith and may be ready 

to make this commitment.  Contact;  Lynne at 419-524-

2572 /  lukach.lynne@myspartans.org 

ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL UPDATE - 
PLEASE TAKE NOTE 

Through your generosity, seminarians, deacons, and 

transitional deacon interns have served St. Peter’s Parish over 

many years.  Catholic Charities has provided food for the 

hungry and assistance for those in need to make their homes 

secure.  St. Peter School has been extended the service of the 

diocesan school office, and we have a “recently ordained” 

priest (Fr. Austin) faithfully serving our parish community 

here, and at the local correctional facilities.  Without your 

commitment to the Annual Catholic Appeal this would not be 

possible.  One young man from our parish depends on your 

support as he begins his theological studies.  I make an 

appeal to you, please respond to the Annual Catholic 

Appeal today!!  We are at $29,475.50 or 53.59% of our 

$55,000.00 goal. 

Father Hite, Pastor 
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Capital Campaign Financial Update 

 

As of May 22, 2019 

Catholic Match Ohio 
CatholicMatch.com/myOH 

Cash Available for 

Auditorium & Gym $230,500 

Stage One Cash Goal: $119,500 

Amount Needed for 

project to begin: 

$151,567  

Uncollected Pledges: $195,580 

We still sell Garbage bags from the 
Yellow Bag People in the Parish Center. 

Vacation Bible School Adult Help 

We are looking for some adults to help with Vacation Bible 

School this summer to help supervise the activities.  Adults 

who are interested have to be VIRTUS trained (or be willing 

to take the on-line course which takes about 45 minutes).  

The role of the adult at VBS is a supervisory role so it is really 

being present during the week to help our teen leaders 

fulfill their role.  If this sounds like something that would 

interest you, please contact Elizabeth Wurm at the parish 

office or through email at wurm.elizabeth @ myspar-

tans.org.  It is a great experience and one that you won’t 

regret! 

150th School News 

 

Father Tony was our twelfth  Pastor.  Upon his arrival at St. 

Peter’s, he signed the papers to purchase Spartan 

Fields.  The 33-acre complex has soccer, softball, and 

baseball fields.  Several years later, a concession stand was 

constructed on the south end of the complex.  

Job Openings at the Junior High and 
High School 

 St. Peter’s Theology Teacher (part-time) 

Application Window: 6/6/2019 through 7/31/2019 

Location: St. Peter’s High School and Junior High 

Reports to HS/JH Principal 

We are seeking a theology teacher to teach our 8th and 10th grade 

theology courses for next school year.  This would entail teaching two 85 

minute blocks each day. Hours would be approximately 7:30-11am.  

 Qualifications 

-hold a minimum of a bachelor’s degree in a related field 

-demonstrate a strong understanding of and belief in Catholicism 

-possess or being willing to obtain certification for teaching theology 

through the Diocese of Toledo. 

-Candidates must also complete the Diocese of Toledo Virtus training and 

pass an FBI/BCI background check.  

 Interested candidates should submit their resume along with copies of 

their credentials to Jon Cuttitta at cuttitta.jon@myspartans.org.   

  

 St. Peter’s Dean of Students (full-time) 

Application Window: 6/6/2019 through 7/31/2019 

Location: High School and Junior High (Grades 7-12) 

Reports to HS/JH Principal 

 The Dean of Students is responsible for working with the students, 

teachers, and the principal to maintain a safe and orderly school 

environment where all students can learn.   

 Responsibilities include: 

-Administer the school’s discipline policy to maintain a safe and orderly 

school environment 

-Monitor hallways between classes and the lunch room 

-Monitor students on campus before and after school 

-Assist the Athletic Director and Principal in monitoring extracurricular 

activities 

-Administer the school’s attendance and tardy policies 

-Assign and monitor detentions and other disciplinary consequences 

-Communicate regularly with students, parents, teachers, and the 

principal 

-Serve as a member of the administrative team 

  

Qualifications: 

-Holds a minimum of a bachelor’s degree 

-Has a valid Ohio teaching license for grades 7-12 

-Has a minimum of two successful years of teaching 

-Proficient with technology including email, Google docs, and student 

information systems. 

-Candidates must also complete the Diocese of Toledo Virtus training and 

pass an FBI/BCI background check.  

  

Interested candidates should submit their resume along with copies of 

their credentials and license to Jon Cuttitta at 

cuttitta.jon@myspartans.org.   

Job Opening Elementary PE Teacher 

St. Peter’s  Elementary PE Teacher (part-time) 

Application Window: 6/6/2019 through 7/31/2019 

Reports to Elementary School Principal 

St. Peter’s elementary school is seeking a PE teacher for 

grades preschool-6.The preferred candidate will have 

relevant teaching experience and must be licensed in the 

state of Ohio. Candidates must also complete the Diocese of 

Toledo Virtus training and pass an FBI/BCI background check.  

Interested candidates should contact Ashley Rastorfer at 

rastorfer.ashley@myspartans.org. 

"If not us, who?  If not now, when?"  

The Saint Peter's PSR program is still in need of two catechists 

for the 2019-2020 school year.  This is a one hour 

commitment on Wednesday evenings from September - 

April.  If you are interested please contact Elizabth Wurm at 

the parish office at 419.524.2572 ext. 2114 or email   

wurm.elizabeth@myspartans.org.  We would love to have you 

join our team!  
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BLUE BARRELS:   July 13 & 14 

Recycling—Next Date: July 11, 2019 

175th Anniversary Notes 

We continue our look at the pastorate of St. Peter’s eighth 

pastor, Monsignor James F. Hebbeler, who served here from 

1955 until 1969. 

 

 

Rev. Msgr. James F. Hebbeler, 8th Pastor – 1955 – 1969 

Monsignor Hebbeler devoted an enormous amount of drive and 

energy to bolstering the Education and Athletic programs 

offered at St. Peter’s. In addition to the completion of the High 

School/Convent building in 1958, Monsignor Hebbeler also 

oversaw the purchase of the old Church of Christ building which 

stands at the southeast corner of the intersection of South 

Mulberry Street and West First Street in 1962. The building was 

re-purposed as an annex for the elementary school, and it 

provided additional classroom space and athletic activity space. 

The last years of the 1950’s and the first years of the 1960’s 

witnessed the whirlwind changes that swept through the Church 

after the election of Cardinal Angelo Roncalli as Pope John XXIII 

in 1958. “Good Pope John,” as he was frequently known, 

introduced the idea of aggiornamento (Italian: to update or 

refresh) as he called for the first Ecumenical Council of the 

Church in nearly one hundred years. 

Many of the changes worked in wake of the Second Vatican 

Council came about during the years Monsignor Hebbeler was 

Pastor here. He worked diligently to implement liturgical and 

administrative changes as he was directed to do. It was 

Monsignor Hebbeler who ordered and implemented the free-

standing wooden altar in the center of the sanctuary. He oversaw 

the liturgical changes that were sweeping through the church. In 

May of 1966 in an interview with the Mansfield News-Journal, 

Monsignor Hebbeler gave his take on the changes. He said, “The 

greatest change made thus far has been in the liturgy or, as the 

Catholics call it, the Mass. For the past 400 years Latin has been 

the language used in the Mass, but Latin has not always been the 

official language of the church…to permit fuller participation 

and greater understanding of what the liturgy is trying to teach, 

the vernacular is permitted in parts of the Mass. 

On the Third Sunday of Advent in 1965, assisted by several priest 

friends and the assistant curates of our parish, Monsignor 

Hebbeler celebrated the 40th Anniversary of his ordination as a 

priest. That Mass was one of the last at which the celebrant stood 

at the old high altar to offer the Mass. The Parish hosted an 

elaborate celebration, reception, and pageant in Monsignor’s 

honor. They also gave him the gift of a trip to Rome.  We will 

conclude our examination of Monsignor Hebbeler’s pastorate in 

the next column. 

 

Acting Principals Named 

Very Reverend Gregory R. Hite, Pastor of St. Peter’s Catholic 

Church and Local Superintendent of St. Peter’s School, 

Mansfield, has recently appointed two new leaders for the 

parochial school system. 

 

Ashley Rastorfer, currently Director of the Montessori 

and Assistant Elementary Principal, will become the Acting 

Principal of St. Peter’s School, Montessori through grade 6.  

She has been associated with the St. Peter’s School system 

since 2013, serving as an elementary teacher in pre-school, 

kindergarten, third and fourth grades. Mrs. Rastorfer earned 

her Master of Education in Administration from Ashland 

University and holds a Professional Early Childhood (P-3) 

Teaching License and a Professional Principal License (PK-6) 

in the State of Ohio.  She is also an adjunct instructor at 

Ashland University’s College of Education. 

 

Jonathan R. Cuttitta, Dean of Students at St. Peter’s High 

School since 2014, will become the Acting Principal of St. 

Peter’s High School and Junior High, grades 7 through 

12.  He has been on staff at St. Peter’s since 2012, teaching 

Physics, Chemistry, Algebra 2 and Pre-Algebra. Mr. Cuttitta 

earned his Master of Education in Educational Leadership 

from the American College of Education and holds a 

Professional Adolescence to Young Adult (7-12) Teaching 

License and a Professional Principal License (5-12) in the 

State of Ohio. 

 

Both acting principals will officially begin duties on August 1, 

2019. 

 

St. Peter’s School is celebrating 150 years in service to youth 

and families in the Mansfield community. The school is 

chartered by the State of Ohio and is fully accredited by the 

Ohio Catholic Schools Accreditation Association.   For more 

information on applying to St. Peter’s School, contact the 

school office at 419-524-2572.   
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Dairy Queen Bloodmobile!  309 Ashland Road in Mansfield, Wednesday July 3 form 12:00—7:00pm.  To schedule an 

appointment call 419.522.4883.  FREE small DQ Blizzard for those who come to give! 

Great News For Montessori Families!  St. Peter’s has partnered with the Mansfield Area Y to provide transportation to and 

from Montessori for childcare.  The Y operates childcare at the old Carpenter School building on the corner of Carpenter Road 

and Marion Avenue.  For more information contact Velma Bond at 419.522.3511. 

Quiet Moments, a photography exhibit at INAI: A Space Apart, an art gallery adjacent to Weber Center on the campus 

of the Adrian Dominican Sisters’ Motherhouse, 1257 E. Siena Heights Drive, Adrian, Michigan.  Quiet Moments showcases the 

art of Scott Miller, photographer and videographer for the Communications Office of the Adrian Dominican Sisters, and Elaina 

Robinson, a student photographer at Siena Heights University.  INAI: A Space Apart is open daily  from 8:00 am—6:00 pm 

through Thursday June 27, 2019.  The exhibit is free and open to the public.  For more information call 517.266.3400. 

St. Joseph Crestline has a Mass schedule change.  The 6:30 pm Thursday evening Masses will move to 8:30 am until 

August 22.  There will be no confessions on these Thursdays.  Please mark you calendars accordingly and thank you for your 

understanding.  If you have any questions, please contact St. Joseph Crestline at 419.683.2015 or 331 N. Thoman St. 

St. Joseph School in Crestline is looking to expand its services to include an After-School Enrichment Program from the 

end of the school day until 6:00 pm.  We are seeking a director for this program.  This position will be paid hourly.  State of 

Ohio Teaching Certification and classroom experience are preferred.  Standard BCI/FBI fingerprinting reports and completion 

of our diocesan Protecting Youth program are required.  For a complete job description and to learn more, please call or email 

Principal Dan Salvati.  Use dsalvati@stjosephcrestline.org or call 419-683-1284. 

Poverty is the creation of you and me, a result of our refusal to share with others. 

Mother Theresa 
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This week’s cover art:   Miracle of the Bread and Fish by Giovanni Lanfranco.  Courtesy of Wikimedia Commons. 

TODAY’S READINGS 

 

First Reading — Melchizedek brought out bread and 

wine and blessed Abram (Genesis 14:18-20).  

Psalm — You are a priest forever, in the line of 

Melchizedek (Psalm 110).  

Second Reading — Paul gives his description of the 

institution of the Eucharist (1 Corinthians 11:23-26)  

Gospel — Jesus spoke to the crowd about the kingdom 

of God and then fed them with five loaves and two fish 

(Luke 9:11b-17).  

The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, 

International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday:  Is 49:1-6; Ps 139:1-3, 13-15;  Acts 13:22-26;  

                            Lk 1:57-66, 80 

 Tuesday: Gn 13:2, 5-18; Ps 15:2-4ab, 5; Mt 7:6, 12-14  

Wednesday: Gn 15:1-12, 17-18; Ps 105:1-4, 6-9;  Mt 7:15-20  

Thursday: Gn 16:1-12, 15-16 [6b-12, 15-16]; Ps 106:1b-5;                              

                            Mt 7:21-29  

Friday:  Ez 34:11-16; Ps 23:1-6; Rom 5:5b-11; Lk 15:3-7  

Saturday:  Acts 12:1-11; Ps 34:2-9;  2 Tm 4:6-8, 17-18;  

                            Mt 16:13-19  

Sunday: 1 Kgs 19:16b, 19-21; Ps 16:1-2, 5, 7-11;  

                            Gal 5:1, 13-18; Lk 9:51-62  

THIS SACRED MEAL 

 

Today we celebrate the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ. Each of the readings includes a blessing and a sharing of food. 

They remind us of the central place of meals in our lives. Each meal brings to mind other meals: the sharing of cookies and 

milk, pizza and beer, loaves and fishes, bread and wine. When we prepare a meal for our family, our friends, even strangers, we 

always put something of ourselves into the preparation and the meal itself. The Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ reminds us 

of what God put into the preparation for this meal that we celebrate today. We share this sacred meal and are transformed as 

we remember the death of Jesus and the sacrifice that nurtures our faith, sustains our lives, and supports our work.  

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

 

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 

 

We owe today's beautiful feast to a valiant woman who suffered a great deal to establish a feast out of her love for the 

Eucharist. Juliana was a nun in Belgium in the thirteenth century. She served in a hospital for lepers. She became convinced 

through her prayer that the liturgical year was incomplete because it had no feast for the Eucharist. Her efforts were not 

welcome, and a supervising priest sought to punish her for promoting a feast that  nobody wanted.  He even had her accused 

of financial mismanagement and banished her from her convent.  Shortly after she was exiled, the bishop approved the feast. 

It quickly spread through Europe. In those days, people very seldom received Holy Communion, and so the processions 

through the streets with the Eucharistic bread not only led to an awareness of Christ's hunger to be with us, but prepared the 

way for a deeper desire to receive Christ's Body and Blood in more frequent Communion. The feast grew rapidly, but Juliana 

disappeared into poverty and a hidden life. She ended her days as an  anchoress,  a woman living in seclusion in a room 

attached to a parish church. Imagine her delight at seeing us gathered at the table of the Lord on this day, aware of Christ's 

presence in our midst, sharing fully in Christ's Body and Blood. Our celebration today invests her struggle and sorrows with 

dignity and meaning. 

 —James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 
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