
 

 

104 West First Street  Mansfield, Ohio  44902 
419.524.2572 | mansfieldstpeters.org  

Mass Schedule: 

Saturday:                                           5:00 P.M. 

Sunday:   7:30 A.M., 9:30 A.M., 11:30 A.M. 
 

Monday & Friday                            5:30 P.M. 

Tuesday - Thursday                       7:00 A.M.  
 

Spanish Mass: 
Resurrection Parish, Lexington 

Sunday:                                             6:00 P.M. 
 

Parish Office Hours: 

Monday - Thursday: 7:30 A.M.-  7:30 P.M. 

Friday:                          7:30 A.M. -  6:00 P.M. 

Saturday:              10:00 A.M. - 2:00 P.M. 

Sunday                       8:30 A.M. - 12:30 P.M. 

 

Pastoral Care Contacts: 

Ms. Kristi Reindl                      419.524.2572 
     Hospital & Follow-up 

     Nursing Homes/Assisted Living & 

      Prayer Pipeline 

Deacon John Reef                 419.529.3694 

     Shut-ins/Homebound 

                                                               

Sacrament of Baptism: 

Please contact the Parish Center to begin   

plans for the baptism of your baby or child.  

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: 
Saturday:         3:00 - 4:30 P.M. 

Other times by appointment. 
 

Sacrament of Marriage: 
Arrangements should be made at the Parish 

Center at least ten months in advance of the 

ceremony. A wedding date is confirmed 

after the initial meeting with a priest. 
 

Bulletin Deadline:  
Friday, 12:00 noon.  All requests must be 

submitted in writing or email and must 

receive prior approval. 
 

Parish Administrative Assistant: 
Ms. Kristi Reindl            419.524.2572  ext.2122 

 

    

 

 

   Pastoral Staff: 

   Fr. Gregory R. Hite, Pastor 

   Fr. Austin Ammanniti, Parochial Vicar  

   Mr. Bill Johnson,  

            Director of Music & Liturgy 

   Ms. Lynne Lukach, Pastoral Associate  

   Mrs. Elizabeth Wurm, Director of 

             Religious Ed. & Youth Minister  

   Deacon:   

   Mr. John Reef 
 

    St. Peter’s School: 

   Mr. Jonathan Cuttitta 
                  High School ,  Jr. High School  

   Mrs. Ashley Rastorfer 
              Elementary School and Montessori    
    
    Parish Business Manager: 

   Mr. Evan Mumea 
 

   Director of Development: 

   Mr. Jason Crundwell 

A Parish of the Saint Juan Diego Deanery, Diocese of Toledo 

 SAINT PETER’S CATHOLIC CHURCH 
OCTOBER 27, 2019 

Jesus addressed this parable to those who 

were convinced of their own righteousness 

and despised everyone else.                     

“Two people went up to the temple area to 

pray; one was a Pharisee and the other was 

a tax collector.  The Pharisee took up his 

position and spoke this prayer to himself, ‘O 

God, I thank you that I am not like the rest of 

humanity-greedy, dishonest, adulterous-or 

even list this tax collector.  I fast twice a 

week, and I pay tithes on my whole income.’ 

But the tax collector stood off at a distance 

and would not even raise his eyes to heaven 

but beat his breast and prayed,  

‘ Oh God, be merciful to me a sinner.’   

I tell you, the latter went home justified, not 

the former; for whoever exalts himself will 

be humbled, and the one who humbles 

himself will be exalted.” 

Luke 18:10-14 
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Mass Intentions 

Monday, October 28,  Saints Simon and Jude, Apostles 

         5:00 pm  Rosary 

         5:30 pm  Johanna Cappadonna 

Tuesday, October 29, Weekday 

7:00 am  Parish 

         4:00 pm  Winchester Terrace Mass 

Wednesday, October 30, Weekday

7:00 am  Della Wildman 

Thursday, October 31,  Weekday

         7:00 am  No Mass 

         5:30 pm  All Saints Vigil, For the Deceased of St. Peters  

                          Parish 

Friday, November 1, All Saints 

           9:30 am  All School Mass, Richard and Alma Hite 

   5:00 pm  Rosary 

         5:30 pm  Lori E. and Kathy Kubicki-Klutts 

Saturday, November 2, Vigil of the Thirty First Sunday in                                                                      

                                                         Ordinary Time  

         5:00 pm  Richard Marshall 

Sunday, November 3, Thirty First Sunday in Ordinary Time  

           7:30 am  Parish 

         9:30 am  Landree Rennpage 

       11:30 am  Thomasina Wilhelm 

         2:00 pm  Annual Bereavement Mass 
 

Lector/Communion Minister 
Saturday, November 2 

         5:00 pm  L  B Linkenbach, B Rader 

                           D D Falquette, D Hipp, T Hipp, M Joyce 

Sunday, November 3 

         7:30 am  L   C Eighinger, B Schartl 

                      D  M Collet, P Taylor, B Danuloff, L Danuloff,  

                           L Burgess-Keffalas, K Reindl, K Reindl 

     9:30 am  L  D Forster, C Henrich 

                      D  T Baker, M Meinzer, D Dreskler, J Brennan,  

                           L Steggall, F Schuster, M Riggleman,  

                           S Weitzel 

       11:30 am  L  F Leitenberger, S Andrews 

                           D  K Speck, J Wendling, T Fesler, K Speck,  

                               K Leitenberger, L Strauser, 

        2:00 pm   L  D Randall, C Mears 

                          D  K Yockey, S Elliott, T Etzwiler, A Harraman,  

                               C Mears, K Randall 
 

Mass Servers 
Saturday, November 2 

         5:00 pm  G Dix, B Dix, Z Keffalas 

Sunday, November 3 

         7:30 am  J Ramey, A Gasper 

         9:30 am  R Henrich, A Saltzgiver, S Henrich 

       11:30 am  S Rizzo, N Osborne, M Osborne 
 

The Children’s Liturgy of The Word 
      November 3  Heather    Kathy 

Constantly Seek His Face 

At a recent weekly “Music & Fellowship” gathering at Richland 

Correctional, our final hymn was Irish Blessing (Blessing 

Prayer).  As we sang, we lifted in memory and love our Prison 

Ministry team members and brothers who are no longer with us 

due to having moved away or having been released.  At the 

conclusion of the song, we took to heart these words in verse 6 - 

“Christ is on your left, Christ on your right” - and we turned to 

those on either side of us to tell them we do indeed see Christ in 

them. 

I was reminded of that as I read the Entrance Antiphon of 

today’s Mass:  Let the hearts that seek the Lord rejoice; turn to 

the Lord and his strength; constantly seek his face. 

Our daily lives and encounters provide countless 

opportunities to see Christ’s face in everyone we meet – and 

to discern how others are seeing Christ in us.  Perhaps the 

wisdom and inspirations of the following holy ones are worth 

our reflection this week:   

“I see Jesus in every human being.  I say to myself, this is 

hungry Jesus, I must feed him.  This is sick Jesus, I must wash 

him and tend to him. I serve because I love Jesus.”  Mother 

Teresa (now St. Teresa of Calcutta) 

“The Lord manifests Himself to those who stop for some time 

in peace and humility of heart.  If you look in murky and 

turbulent waters, you cannot see the reflection of your face. If 

you want to see the face of Christ, stop and collect your 

thoughts in silence, and close the door of your soul to the 

noise of external things.”  St. Anthony of Padua  

“Seeking the face of God in everything, everyone, all the time, 

and his hand in every happening; This is what it means to be 

contemplative in the heart of the world.  Seeing and adoring 

the presence of Jesus, especially in the lowly appearance of 

bread, and in the distressing disguise of the poor.” Mother 

Teresa 

“[Our holy ones] live in God already on this earth, attracted 

and transformed by the dazzling brightness of his Face.  God’s 

true friends, the saints, recognized and loved the Face of God 

in others, especially the poorest and neediest, and lovingly 

contemplated this for hours in prayer.  For us they are 

encouraging examples to imitate.” Pope Benedict XVI 

“To be able to love one another, we must pray much, for 

prayer gives a clean heart and a clean heart can see God in our 

neighbor.  If now we have no peace, it is because we have 

forgotten how to see God in one another.” Mother Teresa  

“In the Mass we encounter many people, but do we really see 

them as brothers and sisters?  Does the Eucharist lead us to 

reach out to the poor, to the sick, to the marginalized, seeing 

the face of Jesus in them?”  Pope Francis 

Your sister in Christ, 

Lynne Lukach  



 

St. Peter’s Catholic Church, Mansfield, Ohio Page 3 October 27, 2019 

Please Pray for the Sick of Our Parish 

Mike Payton, Bill Ruhl, Jeannie Burkhalter, Krista 

Marshall, Aaron Blank, Don Blank, Cindy Lassen, 

Dina Riley, Eliana Nelson, MaKaya Butler, Mildred 

Corbin, Sharon Valdry, John Henney, Paige Divelbiss, Maria 

Loschinkohl, Sherry Studer, John Ziegler, Marlene Ziegler, 

Kim Rucker, Dorothy Trinter, Marti Selby, JoAnn Marbaugh, 

Baby Greyden Jack, Gwen Yockey, Mary Ann and Mel 

Switzer, Louise Steggall, Tammy Dudley, Keith Combs, Mady 

Ziegler, Elaine Johnson, Cindy Jasnek Cartier, Jeannine Klotz, 

Marilyn B. Williamson, Paul Schopp, Tom Powell, Dana 

Cullen Henry, Chief Master Sergeant Joseph Basting, Sarah 

Basting, Peggy Basting Taylor, Colleen Lynch, Kathy 

Carcione, Gervace Kavishe, Lucy Atherton, Bernie Neel & 

family, Carol Pittenger, Margie Caldwell, Sharon Wynn, Brad 

Dunleavy, Mary Ann Williams, Gladys Williams, Tanya Wilson, 

Eva Pickens, Francis Paul Nestor, Charlie Henriech, Danny 

Rhea. 
Names will only be listed for 4 weeks.  If you wish to have  additional time, 

contact the Parish Center at 419.524.2572. 

 

 

 

 

Sunday and Holy Day Collections 

 

Sunday Collection & Holy Day Collection: $240,168 

Total Budgeted Sunday Collection To Date: $241,500 

Sunday Collection Surplus/(Deficit) ($1,332) 

School Collection  

Total Budgeted School Collection To Date: $42,00 

School Collection Surplus/(Deficit) 

 

($1,923) 

Total School Collection  To Date: $40,077 

 
 

Year to Date 

October 11, 2019 
Prison Ministry Corner 

This week we feature responses from out brothers at 

Richland Correctional when asked why they love our RiCI 

Catholic Faith Community: 

“Everyone comes together as one and I feel the love of all our 

brothers.” 

“I love the unity of our  community and how supportive we 

all are of one another.” 

“I love that I feel welcome and that I really belong here.” 

“What I really love is the singing at Mass.” 

“It really reminds me of when I used to go to Mass with my 

grandmother.  I also like that the people here are sincere.” 

In God’s arms… 

            

      Eternal Rest grant unto them, O Lord.    

Confirmation Mass 

Today, October 27 at the 11:30 A.M. Mass we will be celebrating 

the Sacrament of Confirmation with our candidates.  Msgr. 

William Kubacki, Vicar General, will be the celebrant.  Please 

note that this Mass may have more in attendance than usual,  

and that incense will be used.  You may wish to choose another 

Mass this weekend if this creates an inconvenience. 

Annual Catholic Appeal Update 

To date, our parish has contributed $45,203.50 of our parish 

goal of $55,000.  This represents a gift from 344 (of 1650) 

households.  Please consider helping us to reach our goal - 

only $9,796.50 to go.  In the big picture, your gift will help 

support a future pastor or associate pastor to serve at St. 

Peter's, Mansfield!!   - Father Hite 

Theresa Schmidt 

175th Anniversary Notes 

 
This year we are celebrating the 175th Anniversary of the 

founding of St. Peter Parish.  Our theme focuses on 

Presence, Service and Light in the Mansfield community.  As 

we reach out into the community, we will be having a 

collection of new and gently used coats, hats, scarves, 

gloves, mittens and boots (winter style, not fashion) for the 

men, women and children of those in need in the 

neighborhoods around the church.  Donations can be 

brought to church two weekends:  November 9 and 10, and 

November 16 and 17.  Please place them in the laundry 

baskets at any entrance to the church.  They will be sorted 

and will be distributed during our Free Lunch Week in 

December.  Thank you for your generosity.  Contact Angie 

Dillon if you have questions. 

Thank You From Catholic Charities 

Thank you St. Peter’s Parish for your gift of $500 on August 

31, 2019.  Your gift will make a difference for the people we 

serve.  Your support will help bring hope and happiness to 

those most in need.  Thank you for being the outstretched 

arm of Jesus Christ to our brothers and sisters and to the 

Diocese of Toledo. 

Hearts and Minds  

Hearts and Minds is a small, informal group that offers 

prayer, education and support in a safe environment.  We 

are not medical professionals ourselves, but people who 

have had a loved one experiencing mental illnesses or 

addictions.  We have been meeting for almost 10 years and 

are associated with The National Alliance on Mental Illness 

Family-to-Family program.  We meet on the first Tuesday of 

the month (NOVEMBER 5 at 4:00 P.M.) at Resurrection 

Parish, 2600 Lexington Avenue.   

Contact Sue Malaska vmalaska@neo.rr.com or Chris Devito 

chrisdevito@neo.rr.com for more information.                        
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Capital Campaign Financial Update 

 

As of October 11,  2019 

HERINGHAUS 

GENERAL DENTISTRY 

419.524.7409 

      St. Peter’s School 

VISIT OUR SCHOOL ANY DAY WITH 

APPOINTMENT 

Parents, if you are considering St. Peter’s School for your 

child's education, you are invited to spend part of a school 

day here at St. Peter's with your child to experience all the 

activities and classroom instruction that take place.  

Please call the school administrators to arrange a visit that is 

convenient for you and your child.  

•  Mrs. Ashley Rastorfer – Montessori Director  and  Acting 

Elementary School Principal    419.524.2572  ext. 4101 

•  Mr. Jonathan Cuttitta – Acting High School & Junior High                                             

Principal      419.524.2572  ext. 3100 

St. Peter’s School admits students of any race, color, national and 

ethnic origin to all rights, privileges, programs and activities generally 

accorded or made available to students at the school.  It does not 

discriminate on the basis of race, color, national and ethnic origin in 

administration of its educational policies, admissions policies, 

scholarship and loan programs and athletic and other school-

administered programs. 

Cash Available for 

Auditorium  $391,162 

Stage One Cash Goal: $379,000 

Amount Needed to 

complete first stage: 
GOAL REACHED!  

Uncollected Pledges: $144,319 

St. Peter’s Parish Gift Shop 

If you haven’t visited the St. Peter’s Parish Gift Shop in a 

while, you should!  We have a nice selection of gifts, cards, 

books and so much more for every occasion.  If we don’t 

have it, we can order it for you.  The Parish Gift Shop is open 

during regular Parish Office Hours. 

Save The Date—Friday,  November 8, 2019 

St. Peter’s School Fall Gala Presents:   

Family Feud 

Live and Silent Auction!  Games and Fun! 

Mid-Ohio Conference Center   6:00-11:00 P.M. 

Check out our gala website to purchase Gala tickets  today 

and to check out some of our live auction items! 

stpetersgala.org 
You do not want to miss out on this fun filled evening...we 

will have a delicious buffet catered by Fast Eddies, we are 

returning to tradition paper bidding for our silent auction 

and our own Live Family Feud Game! 

Open Teaching Positions 

St. Peter's School is looking for qualified substitute teachers 

for all grade levels.  Substitute teachers require a Substitute 

Teaching License from the Ohio Department of 

Education.  This requires a minimum of a Bachelor's degree as 

well as BCI and FBI background checks and completion of the 

Diocese of Toledo VIRTUS program.  Interested candidates 

should contact the appropriate building principal: Jon Cutitta, 

Acting HS/JH Principal, at cuttitta.jon@myspartans.org or 

Ashley Rastorfer, Acting Elementary Principal at  

rastorfer.ashley@myspartans.org.  

 

                                 Urban Farming with the 

                                 Fifth Graders 

 

 

 

 

 

Fifth graders visited the GrowFourth Urban Farm in Mid-

October, learned about this service, and harvested radishes 

to feed the hungry in our local community.  GrowFourth 

was created by one of St. Peter's own, Amanda Stanfield. 

Students will visit the farm again in the spring to see the 

progress. Pretty wonderful! Thanks, Amanda!  Go Spartans! 
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BLUE BARRELS:   November 9 & 10 

     Recycling—Next Date: November 8, 2019 

Adult Faith Enrichment 

Adult Faith opportunities are held in Assisi Hall, 4th floor 

Parish Center.  Enter thru Parish Center entrance, 104 West 

First Street. 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

We meet each Monday at 6:15 P.M.  Our study is the Jeff 

Cavins video series "Unlocking the Mystery of the 

Bible."  Open to all women.   

Please contact either Dianne Randall - 567.241.6608  

diannecreamer@yahoo.com  or  Kelly Wurm - 

419.884.7785 / kmwurm@yahoo.com.  

THE BIBLE AND THE VIRGIN MARY—A JOURNEY 

THROUGH SCRIPTURE 

Open to all.  No fee or registration.  This six-week series will 

begin Thursday, November, 7 at 6:30 P.M.  Make this a part 

of your faith journey this Advent.  Topics of the first class 

are "A Biblical Introduction to Mary" and "Handmaid of the 

Lord." 

K of C Feather Party—More Than Turkeys 
And Hams! 

Something brand new and sure to please.  

Two of our Brothers have seized upon an 

opportunity to help two great organizations 

with one very generous donation to the 

feather party raffle this year!  You’ll just have come to see 

what it is and take a chance at these Ohio Sports Legends 

Collectors items!  Oh are they sweet!  Friday, November 22 at 

7:30 P.M.  Get your tickets by calling Dave Riggenbach at 

419.571-0800 or email  MansfieldKofC687@gmail.com. 

Our All Souls' Mass and Reception will 
be on Sunday, Nov. 3, at 2:00 p.m. 

Please plan to join us next Sunday, November 3 for our 

annual All Souls’ Mass and reception.  We will be honoring 

the memory of those who we have lost from October 1, 

2018 to October 18, 2019.   

Names received this week will be added to next year’s Mass list.  

Please call Kristi at 419-524-2572 with any questions. 

Knights of Columbus                                 
Seminarian Support 

A recent golf outing was successful in raising over $1,500 in 

support of seminarians.  Distribution was made to the NCO 

Vocations Club, the Knight Seminarian fund, and to St. 

Peter’s own seminarian, Hayden Eighinger.  Thanks to all 

who supported this effort. 

175th Anniversary Notes 

 

With this installment of the 175th Anniversary Notes column, 

we begin taking a look at the pastorate of our twelfth Pastor, 

Father Anthony A. “Tony” Borgia. 

Anthony Borgia was born in Norwalk, Ohio, to Rose (Skinn) 

Borgia and James V. Borgia (died in 1969) on March 16, 1957. 

He was one of seven children. He attended St. Paul School in 

Norwalk and graduated from St. Paul High School in 1975. 

After his father’s death at an early age, Tony’s mother was re-

married; this time to a widower named Edwin Riedy. Edwin 

had four children of his own and the result was a quite large 

family. Edwin Riedy was instrumental in helping to shape To-

ny into a young man. Regrettably, Edwin, too, died young in 

1976.  

After graduation, Tony worked as a bartender and cook at 

Barone’s Beer Barrel. He also worked for a time as cook and 

general helper at Sandusky St. Mary Parish for Father (later 

Bishop) Robert Donnelly. Tony later credited Bishop Donnelly 

with helping to inspire his pursuit of the priesthood. 

In 1976, Tony entered St. Gregory College Seminary in Cincin-

nati. He received his Bachelor’s Degree in Philosophy from 

there in 1980. He was then enrolled at Mount St. Mary of the 

West Seminary in Cincinnati to begin Theological studies 

there. In 1983, he was ordained to the Transitional Diaconate 

and was assigned to spend his Diaconal Year at St. Michael’s 

in Findlay.  

In 1984, Tony graduated from Mount St. Mary’s with a Masters 

of Divinity. He was ordained to the priesthood by Bishop 

James R. Hoffman on June 9, 1984 at Our Lady, Queen of the 

Most Holy Rosary Cathedral in Toledo.  His first assignment 

was a priest was as an Associate Pastor at St. Patrick 

Heatherdowns Parish in Toledo. 

In 1986, Father Tony was appointed Director of Youth Minis-

try and Diocesan Spiritual Director of Youth. It was an ap-

pointment for which he was ideally suited by temperament, 

training and ability. Father Tony was a very effective Youth 

Minister. In 1988 Father Tony was appointed as Chaplain to 

the Sisters of St. Francis in Sylvania while continuing to serve 

in his appointments in the Office of Youth Ministry. 

In 1993, Father Tony was named Pastor of St. Joseph Parish in 

Galion. During his years in Galion, one of Father Tony’s many 

accomplishments was the construction and completion of 

the Parish Activity Center in Galion, situated across the street 

from St. Joseph Church.  

In 2000, Father Tony was appointed Pastor of St. Joseph Par-

ish in Fort Jennings and Immaculate Conception Parish in 

Ottoville. The two parishes were twinned. During his time in 

that post, he oversaw the construction of the third church 

building in Fort Jennings which was dedicated in 2004. 

We will continue our look at the ministry of Father Tony Bor-

gia in our next column. 
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St. Peter’s Family Day Out, Join us today after 11:30 A.M. Mass on October 27 for fellowship and fall fun at Honey Haven Farm, 1327 

County Road 1475 in Ashland.  Admission is free.  Food is available for purchase.  Additional free and low-cost fall activities are available: horse

-drawn hayrides, corn maze, barnyard zoo, pumpkin slingshot and more.  We hope to see you there!  Contact Cassandra Parente for more 

information at cassandraparente5@gmail.com. 

Senior Citizen Luncheon, St. Mary’s School, Ashland Road on Tuesday, October 29th at 12:15 P.M.  Cost is $3, menu includes pepperoni 

pizza, salad, peaches, cake and beverage.  Reservation required, please call 419.589.2114. 

Plymouth St. Joeseph Roast Turkey or Beef Dinner, 117 Sandusky Street on Sunday, November 3, 2019 frin11:00 A.M.—2:00 P.M. with 

dressing, mashed potatoes, green beans dessert and beverage.  Adults $9, Children 6-12 $5, under 6 Free. 

RU Called? Ever wonder what it is like to be called to religious life as a Sister, Brother or Priest?  Com join us on Tuesday, November 5 

at St. Thomas More University Parish in Bowling Green Ohio for a delicious homemade meal.  All young adults 18-39 years are welcome.  

Contact Sister Rose Marie at RUCalled19@gmail.com or call  419.352.7555. 

Annual Craft Show at St. Mary’s School on Saturday, November 16 from 9:00—3:00 P.M.  All articles are handmade.  Address is 16030 

Ashland Road in Mansfield.  Concessions are available.  All proceeds benefit St. Mary’s School.  Contact Mary Rennpage at 419.524.8162 if you 

would like to reserve a table. 

HUGE Jewelry Sale at St. Joseph Parish in the Old Gymnasium, 36 Melmore Street, Tiffin, Ohio.  Thousands of pieces only $2 each!  You 

have to see it to believe it!  Great Christmas gifts (or treat yourself)! The sale runs Thursday, November 7 from 9 am - 6 pm, Friday, November 8 

from 9 am - 7 pm, and Saturday, November 9 from 9 am - 3 pm.  Proceeds benefit Calvert Catholic Schools and the Missions.  For more 

information, please call 419.447.5848.  Don’t miss it! 

“Faith is like a bright ray of sun light.  It enables us to see God in all 
things as well as all things in God.”                                              

~~Saint Francis deSales~~ 
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This week’s cover art:   The  Parable of  the Pharisee and the Tax Collector,  acatholic.org 

TODAY’S READINGS 
 

 First Reading -- The Lord is not deaf to the wail of the 

orphan, nor to the widow when she pours out her 

complaint (Sirach 35:12-14, 16-18). 

 

Psalm -- The Lord hears the cry of the poor (Psalm 34). 

 

Second Reading -- The Lord will rescue me from every 

threat (2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18). 

 

Gospel -- All who exalt themselves will be humbled; all 

who humble themselves will be exalted (Luke 18:9-14). 

 

The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass (c) 1969, 1981, 1997, 

International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

 

Monday:  Eph 2:19-22; Ps 19:2-5; Lk 6:12-16 

Tuesday:  Rom 8:18-25; Ps 126:1b-6; Lk 13:18-21 

Wednesday: Rom 8:26-30; Ps 13:4-6; Lk 13:22-30 

Thursday:  Rom 8:31b-39; Ps 109:21-22, 26-27, 30-31; 

                            Lk 13:31-35 

Friday:  Rv 7:2-4, 9-14; Ps 24:1-6; 1 Jn 3:1-3; Mt 5:1-12a 

Saturday:  Wis 3:1-9; Ps 23:1-6; Rom 5:5-11 or 6:3-9; Jn 6:37-40                       

Sunday:   Wis 11:22 -- 12:2; Ps 145:1-2, 8-11, 13-14; 

                            2 Thes 1:11 -- 2:2; Lk 19:1-10 

RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD 

 

Today's readings invite us into prayer, into relationship with God. Because relationships feel more natural when we know one 

another well, Sirach encourages us to know God better. In his wisdom, Sirach tells us what God is like: fair, open-minded, 

compassionate, and attentive.  The Lord will not delay,  he says. Knowing that God's help comes right on time, whenever we need 

it, calms our hearts and helps us trust the Lord. In his second Letter to Timothy, Saint Paul demonstrates his own trust in God. 

Despite the grueling struggles Saint Paul has faced because of his Christian faith, he praises the Lord for rescuing him time and 

again. Today's Gospel draws us close to Jesus too, revealing his special love for the poor and humble. As Jesus tells his parable 

about the prayer habits of a Pharisee and a tax collector, our hearts long to become as gentle as Christ's. 

Copyright (c) J. S. Paluch Co.  

 

 

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 

 

Friday's Solemnity of All Saints and Saturday's Commemoration of All the Faithful Departed fit well at the beginning of 

November. The liturgical readings of this final month in the Church year are keyed to the end of time and the fulfillment of Jesus  

saving acts. Nowhere is this more fully celebrated than in Mexico, where November 2 is the  Day of the Dead.  Missionaries moved 

an ancient Aztec festival from midsummer to November, linking the festival to Christian themes. Today, it is a time for 

remembering the dead and celebrating the continuity of life, principally by festive picnics in cemeteries. There are special foods 

and games, and people socialize with other families and tell favorite stories about their dear ones. The sweetness of life is 

honored by sugary desserts and treats. Flowers, music, lights, and feasting assure that the day is not at all morbid. Traditionally, 

the day begins with Mass, a procession to the cemetery, and a morning feast. Most families have a special dinner with the pan 

de muerto, or  bread of the dead.  A toy skeleton is baked into the loaf, and the one who bites into it is considered lucky indeed. 

The dead are not feared, but deeply loved, and this joyful family feast points both to age-old customs and Resurrection faith. 
 

--James Field, Copyright (c) J. S. Paluch Co.  
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