
 

 

104 West First Street  Mansfield, Ohio  44902 
419.524.2572 | mansfieldstpeters.org  

Mass Schedule: 

Saturday:                                           5:00 P.M. 

Sunday:   7:30 A.M., 9:30 A.M., 11:30 A.M. 
 

Monday & Friday                            5:30 P.M. 

Tuesday - Thursday                       7:00 A.M.  
 

Spanish Mass: 
Resurrection Parish, Lexington 

Sunday:                                             6:00 P.M. 
 

Parish Office Hours: 

Monday - Thursday: 7:30 A.M.-  7:30 P.M. 

Friday:                          7:30 A.M. -  6:00 P.M. 

Saturday:              10:00 A.M. - 2:00 P.M. 

Sunday                       8:30 A.M. - 12:30 P.M. 

 

Pastoral Care Contacts: 

Ms. Kristi Reindl                      419.524.2572 
     Hospital & Follow-up 

     Nursing Homes/Assisted Living & 

      Prayer Pipeline 

Deacon John Reef                 419.529.3694 

     Shut-ins/Homebound 

                                                               

Sacrament of Baptism: 

Please contact the Parish Center to begin   

plans for the baptism of your baby or child.  

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: 
Saturday:         3:00 - 4:30 P.M. 

Other times by appointment. 
 

Sacrament of Marriage: 
Arrangements should be made at the Parish 

Center at least eight months in advance of 

the ceremony. A wedding date is confirmed 

after the initial meeting with a priest. 
 

Sunday Nursery: 
Sunday Nursery is temporarily unavailable until 

further notice.   
 

Bulletin Deadline:  
Friday, 12:00 noon.  All requests must be 

submitted in writing or email and must 

receive prior approval. 
 

Parish Administrative Assistant: 
Ms. Kristi Reindl            419.524.2572  ext.2122 

 

   Pastoral Staff: 

   Fr. Gregory R. Hite, Pastor 

   Fr. Austin Ammanniti, Parochial Vicar  

   Mr. Bill Johnson,  

            Director of Music & Liturgy 

   Ms. Lynne Lukach, Pastoral Associate  

   Mrs. Elizabeth Wurm, Director of 

             Religious Ed. & Youth Minister  

   Deacon:   

   Mr. John Reef 
 

    St. Peter’s School: 

   Mr. Jonathan Cuttitta 
                  High School ,  Jr. High School  

   Mrs. Ashley Rastorfer 
              Elementary School and Montessori    
    
    Parish Business Manager: 

   Mr. Evan Mumea 
 

   Director of Development: 

   Mr. Jason Crundwell 

A Parish of the Saint Juan Diego Deanery, Diocese of Toledo 

 SAINT PETER’S CATHOLIC CHURCH 
OCTOBER 6, 2019 

Lord make me an instrument of your peace 
Where there is hatred let me sow love 

Where there is injury, pardon 
Where there is doubt, faith 

Where there is despair, hope 
Where there is darkness, light 

And where there is sadness, joy 

O Divine Master grant that I may 
not so much seek to be consoled as to console, 

to be understood as to understand, 
To be loved as to love. 

For it is in giving that we receive, 
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned. 

And it is in dying that we are born to eternal life 
Amen. 
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Mass Intentions 
 
 

Monday, October 7,  Our Lady of the Rosary 

         5:00 pm  Rosary 

         5:30 pm  Carolyn Knapp 

Tuesday, October 8, Weekday 

7:00 am  Dr. Fred Wiecher 

Wednesday, October 9, Weekday

7:00 am  Parish 

Thursday, October 10,  Weekday

         7:00 am  Alta Walker 

         9:30 am  All School Mass 

Friday, October 11, Weekday  

          5:00 pm  Rosary 

         5:30 pm  Marilyn Mertler 

Saturday, October 12, Vigil of the Twenty Eighth Sunday in                                                                      

                                                       Ordinary Time  

          1:00 pm  Mayer and Axelsson Wedding 

         5:00 pm  Clarence Beat 

Sunday, October  13, Twenty Eighth Sunday in Ordinary  

                                                    Time 

           7:30 am  Parish 

          9:30 am  Rick Tober 

       11:30 am  Paul Forster 
 

 
Lector/Communion Minister 
Saturday, October 12 

         5:00 pm  L  B Rader, B Schartl 

                           D K Randall, D Falquette 

Sunday, October 13 

         7:30 am  L   J Butler, D Bessemer 

                      D  L Simmons, M Collet, P Taylor, B Danuloff,  

                           D Givens, L Danuloff, L Burgess-Keffalas 

     9:30 am  L  R Sliney, F Schuster 

                      D  D Dreskler, C Merle, T Baker, T Etzwiler,  

                           T Frasz, K Wehinger, M Riggleman 

       11:30 am  L  T Malec, C Mears 

                            D  K Speck, J Laskey, J Wendling, C Mears,  

                                T Fesler, K Leitenberger, L Strauser,  

                                F Leitenberger 
 

 
Mass Servers 
Saturday, October 12 

         5:00 pm  J Westwood, L Rhodes, G Dix 

Sunday, October 13 

         7:30  am  S Tridico, J Ramey 

         9:30  am  A Baldsare, G Farragher, S Ambrose 

       11:30 am  S Rizzo, N Osborne, M Osborne 
 

 
The Children’s Liturgy of The Word 
      October 13 

We’re off to a new and exciting school year! One of 

the new initiatives that the elementary school has 

adopted is PBS (positive behavior support). PBS is 

an approach to creating a safe and productive 

learning environment where teachers can teach 

and all students can learn. Our theme is “Be a 

Spartan” and we have set expectations in the 

classroom, in the hallway, in the cafeteria, on the 

playground, in the bathroom, and for Mass. The 

students are rewarded with “Spartan Bucks” for 

following the set expectations and have 

opportunities to purchase items from the “Spartan 

Store” using the “Spartan Bucks” they have earned.  

Both the Elementary and High School will begin a 

new accreditation cycle with OCSAA this year. 

OCSAA stands for Ohio Catholic Schools 

Accreditation Association. The purpose of the 

OCSAA is to strengthen Catholic school identity 

and mission and to engage Catholic schools in the 

ongoing improvement of student learning. The 

accreditation process is a 6 year cycle. Parent, staff, 

and student surveys have been completed. Survey 

data will be analyzed and we will use this data, as 

well as testing results, to create our new Catholic 

identity and academic goals.  

In the coming months, and as a result of the 

generous donations from some St. Peter’s School 

families, the schoolhouse exhibit at Little Buckeye 

Museum will become the St. Peter’s School 

“schoolhouse exhibit”. More information will be 

forthcoming. We are very excited about this 

opportunity! 

As always, please feel free to stop in or make an 

appointment! My door is always open!  

In closing, a prayer for October, “God of every 

season, we praise you for the beauty of creation 

reflected in the colors of fall and in the gifts of 

nature on our prayer table. Help us enjoy fall as a 

season of play, a season of work and of study, a 

season of family and friendship, and a season of 

thanksgiving. For you are the God of every season, 

now and forever. Amen.” 

Mrs. Ashley Rastorfer,                                                             

Elementary Principal/Montessori Director 
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Please Pray for the Sick of Our Parish 

Mike Payton, Bill Ruhl, Jeannie Burkhalter, Krista 

Marshall, Aaron Blank, Don Blank, Cindy Lassen, 

Dina Riley, Eliana Nelson, MaKaya Butler, Mildred 

Corbin, Sharon Valdry, John Henney, Theresa Schmidt, Paige 

Divelbiss, Maria Loschinkohl, Sherry Studer, John Ziegler, 

Marlene Ziegler, Kim Rucker, Dorothy Trinter, Marti Selby, 

JoAnn Marbaugh, Baby Greyden Jack, Gwen Yockey, Mary 

Ann and Mel Switzer, Louise Steggall, Tammy Dudley, Keith 

Combs, Mady Ziegler, Elaine Johnson, Cindy Jasnek Cartier, 

Jeannine Klotz, Marilyn B. Williamson, Paul Schopp, Tom 

Powell, John Kocher, Dana Cullen Henry, Michael Krempel, 

Chief Master Sergeant Joseph Basting, Sarah Basting, Peggy 

Basting Taylor, Colleen Lynch, Kathy Carcione, Gervace 

Kavishe, Lucy Atherton, Bernie Neel & family, Michael Krebs, 

Carol Pittenger, Margie Caldwell, Sharon Wynn, Brad 

Dunleavy. 
Names will only be listed for 4 weeks.  If you wish to have  additional time, 

contact the Parish Center at 419.524.2572. 

PSR Classes 

PSR classes have started for those who are in Preschool—

12th grade!  Classes take place on Wednesday evenings from 

6:00—7:30 P.M.  Children who are anticipating receiving First 

Reconciliation, First Communion, and Confirmation are 

expected to have registered and attend weekly classes.  It is 

not too late to register your child!  If you are interested in 

registering, please contact Elizabeth Wurm at 

wurm.elizabeth@myspartans.org or just come to class!  We 

would love to see you there! 

 

 

 

 

Sunday and Holy Day Collections 

 

Sunday Collection & Holy Day Collection: $191,050 

Total Budgeted Sunday Collection To Date: $193,200 

Sunday Collection Surplus/(Deficit) ($2,150) 

School Collection  

Total Budgeted School Collection To Date: $33,000 

School Collection Surplus/(Deficit) 

 

($926) 

Total School Collection  To Date: $32,074 

 
 

Year to Date 

September 20, 2019 Prison Ministry Corner 
 

As mentioned in last week’s Corner, Journey of Hope. . . From 

Violence to Healing is making an Ohio tour in the coming 

weeks.  This nationally-known organization is led by murder 

victims’ family members who share their experience and 

seek to end the death penalty.  Their main event in Ohio is 

Cast No Stones:  Standing with Victims to End Executions in 

Ohio—Saturday, October 12, 2019 in Columbus—a day-long 

conference featuring inspiring speakers including Sister 

Helen Prejean.  Contact Lynne at the parish center if you are 

interested in carpooling.  For more information and 

registration go to journeyofhope.org or ohiocathconf.org 

(Ohio Catholic Conference). 

In God’s arms… 

                                     Mary Ann Williams                    

      Eternal Rest grant unto them, O Lord.    

SAVE THE DATE! 

2019 Diocesan Celebration of 
Wedding Anniversaries 

 

Our Lady, Queen of the Most Holy Rosary Cathedral  
October 27, 2019 | 3:00 P.M. 

 
If you are celebrating a milestone wedding anniversary in 

2019 – 25, 40, 50, 60, or 60+ years – plan to join Bishop Daniel 

Thomas for the Order of Blessing Married Couples within Holy 

Mass. Registered couples receive a commemorative 

certificate and are invited to a reception following mass. To 

register go to: www.toledoanniversarymass.org  or call Alice 

Jacobs at 419-214-4978, or contact your parish secretary for 

more information. 

Save The Date—Friday,  November 8, 2019 

St. Peter’s School Fall Gala Presents:   

Family Feud 
Live and Silent Auction!  Games and Fun! 

Mid-Ohio Conference Center   6:00-11:00 P.M. 

 III — Morgan Mayer and Bror Axelsson 
ST. PETER’S MUSIC SERIES  

 

St. Peter's Music Series invites you to join us as famed                 

a cappella ensemble The Thirteen will present Tallis Through 

the Looking Glass on Tuesday evening, October 22, at 7:30 P.M. 

in St. Peter’s Church. Featuring Tallis’ symphonic-in-scope 

work Gaude Gloriosa Dei Mater as well as Benjamin Britten’s 

touching and powerful Hymn to St. Cecilia, and Pulitzer Prize 

winner Caroline Shaw’s Fly Away I, and selected pieces from the 

American Sacred Harp repertoire, this concert promises to be a 

performance of virtuosity and artistry. Admission is free and 

open to the public. A free-will offering will be accepted. Call 

the Parish Music Office at 419-524-2572, ext. 2113, for more 

information.     
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Capital Campaign Financial Update 

 

As of September 1,  2019 

SERVPRO 

419.526.2701 

      St. Peter’s School 
 

VISIT OUR SCHOOL ANY DAY WITH APPOINTMENT 

Parents, if you are considering St. Peter’s School for your 

child's education, you are invited to spend part of a school 

day here at St. Peter's with your child to experience all the 

activities and classroom instruction that take place.  

Please call the school administrators to arrange a visit that is 

convenient for you and your child.  

•  Mrs. Ashley Rastorfer – Montessori Director  and  Acting 

Elementary School Principal    419.524.2572  ext. 4101 

•  Mr. Jonathan Cuttitta – Acting High School & Junior High                                             

Principal      419.524.2572  ext. 3100 

St. Peter’s School admits students of any race, color, national and 

ethnic origin to all rights, privileges, programs and activities generally 

accorded or made available to students at the school.  It does not 

discriminate on the basis of race, color, national and ethnic origin in 

administration of its educational policies, admissions policies, 

scholarship and loan programs and athletic and other school-

administered programs. 

Cash Available for 

Auditorium  $339,809 

Stage One Cash Goal: $379,000 

Amount Needed to 

complete first stage: 

$39,935 

Uncollected Pledges: $172,570 

Worship Wednesdays 

We hope your child can join us for Worship 

Wednesdays!   This is a great hour of fun, where we will learn 

a little about Christ and then sing and dance to praise 

Him!   All Worship Wednesdays will take place once a month 

in Assisi Hall in the High School building from 4:00-5:00 P.M.  

If your child attends St. Peter’s, they may stay after school 

and spend that first hour studying or doing homework 

before Worship Wednesdays begins and a snack will be 

provided or you can choose to bring them back at 4:00 

P.M.  If your child attends PSR and would like to stay until PSR 

starts, they are also welcome to stay and  share some food 

with us before class begins.  The dates for Worship 

Wednesdays are:   October 16th, November 20th, January 

15th,  February 19th, March 18th.   If you are interested in 

your child attending Worship Wednesdays, please contact 

Elizabeth Wurm  at wurm.elizabeth@myspartans.org.   

Volunteers Needed!  

Every other year we have representatives from the National 

Evangelization Team who work with our Junior and 

Sophomore classes on their retreat days.  We would love to 

provide dinner for them on Wednesday, October 9 and 

Thursday, October 10 as well as breakfast on Thursday and 

Friday mornings.  The representatives will be departing Friday 

morning.    If you are able to help out, please contact Charlie 

Henrich at henrich.charlie@ myspartans.org. 

Mary Poppins Auditions 

 

Auditions for The St. Peter’s Department of Theater and 

Performing Arts’ 2020 performance of Mary Poppins will 

begin on October 1, 2019. As this is a Parish and school 

production, auditions are open to all parishioners between 

the ages of 6-200. All materials needed to prepare and sign 

up for a time are available online at 

www.spspringmusical.wordpress.com  If a print version is 

needed, please contact Cassandra Parente at 

CassandraParente5@gmail.com or (216)798-6306.   

Open Teaching Positions 

St. Peters School has an opening for a part-time Theology 

teacher in the High School and Junior High.  The position is 

every other day and requires teaching a total of three classes 

to eighth and tenth-grade students.  Ideal candidates will 

have prior experience teaching the subject matter to similar-

aged students.  All candidates must be Catholic and have a 

minimum of a Bachelor's degree.  They must also possess or 

be willing to obtain the appropriate certification including 

BCI and FBI background checks and the Diocese of Toledo 

VIRTUS program.  This position is a part-time salaried position 

with a contract for the 2019-2020 school year.  Salary will be 

commensurate with education and experience.  Interested 

candidates should send a cover letter, resume, and other 

relevant information to Jon Cuttitta, Acting HS/JH Principal at 

cuttitta.jon@myspartans.org. 

 

St. Peter's School is also looking for qualified substitute 

teachers for all grade levels.  Substitute teachers require a 

Substitute Teaching License from the Ohio Department of 

Education.  This requires a minimum of a Bachelor's degree as 

well as BCI and FBI background checks and completion of the 

Diocese of Toledo VIRTUS program.  Interested candidates 

should contact the appropriate building principal: Jon Cutitta, 

Acting HS/JH Principal, at cuttitta.jon@myspartans.org or 

Ashley Rastorfer, Acting Elementary Principal at 

rastorfer,ashley@myspartans.org.  
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BLUE BARRELS:   October 12 & 13 

     Recycling—Next Date: October 11, 2019 

Adult Faith Enrichment 

We are offering two opportunities this fall.  Location is Assisi 

Hall, 4th floor Parish Center, enter thru Parish Center 

Entrance, 104 W. First Street, and take elevator to 4th floor.  

Romans: The Gospel of Salvation—Thursdays at 6:30 P.M.  

No fee or registration. All are welcome. The October 10, 2019 

session will cover the themes The Logic of the Covenant, the 

Gravity of Sin, the Gift of the Spirit, God Fathers His Family. 

Women’s Bible  Study—A group will be meeting on 

Mondays at 6:15 P.M. beginning October 14, 2019.   We will 

be watching the Jeff Cavins video series “Unlocking the 

Mystery of the Bible.” This series will run through December 

2, 2019.  Please join us if you are interested.  A workbook 

may be purchased for $27.50 but is not required.  If you plan 

on attending, please contact either Dianne Randall 

567.341.6608/diannecreamer@yahoo.com or Kelly Wurm 

419.884.7785/kmwurm@yahoo.com.  We hope you can join 

us and learn more about our Catholic faith. 

Mandatory Sacramental Meetings 

If your child is of sacramental age, please mark these dates on 

your calendar.  There is a mandatory parent/child meeting 

for those who are expecting their child(ren) to receive First 

Eucharist in 2020 on October 5th from 9:00-10:30 A.M. in the 

FAC Atrium.  If you have any questions, please contact 

Elizabeth Wurm at wurm.elizabeth@myspartans.org.  The 

parent/child mandatory parent/child meeting for 

Confirmation on Saturday, October 12th from 9:00-10:30 A.M. 

in the FAC Atrium.  If you have any questions, please contact 

Elizabeth Wurm at wurm.elizabeth@myspartans.org. 

SPECIAL ROSARY FOR PERSECUTED 
CHRISTIANS 

Join the Knights of Columbus after each 7AM Mass on 

October 8-9-10 (Tue-Wed-Thu) to participate in Rosary prayer 

in recognition of persecuted Christians around the globe.  

The especially created Marian icon (Our Lady Help of 

Persecuted Christians) created by artist Fabrizio Diomedi will 

be on display during the week. 

TURKEYS   TURKEYS   TURKEYS 

 

The time is fast approaching for the annual Knights of 

Columbus Feather Party.  Mark your calendar for Friday, 

November 22 and watch for announcements every week up 

until the fund raiser.   

 

Tickets available in advance  MansfieldKofC687@gmail.com  

175th Anniversary Notes 

We continue our recollection of the pastorate of Father Herb 

Weber, eleventh Pastor of St. Peter’s (1994-2005). We are 

grateful to our Pastoral Associate Lynne Lukach for her work 

in writing this column and last week’s column as well. 

The core Pastoral Staff remained quite consistent during 

Father Herb’s eleven years at St. Peter’s, with Precious Blood 

Sister Angeline Hoffman serving as Pastoral Associate, Sandy 

Lauer as Director of Religious Education, Neil Kraft as Music 

Director/Organist until 2004, (Current Music Director Bill 

Johnson took over in 2004) , and Colleen O’Leary and Jeremy 

Secrist for periods of time as Youth Ministers.  High School 

Principals during those years were Father Richard Kennedy 

and Tressa Reith; Elementary School Principal was James 

Smith, Montessori Director was Tina Siegfried, and Judy 

Wiparina was Director of the St. Peter’s Child Care program. 

Father Herb was also assisted by Permanent Deacons Terry 

Philpott, Jim Marshall, and Larry Wilson. 

St. Peter’s Parish, with its size, schools, and variety of 

ministries, has always been “fertile ground” for the 

development and continuing formation of associate pastors 

and seminarians.  Over Father Herb’s eleven years the 

following priests served as associates here: Father Joseph 

Szybka, Father James Halleron,  Father Michael Brown, 

Father Daniel Fraser, Father Tony Vera, Father Michael 

Zacharias, and Father John Brennen.  Seminarian interns 

included Randy Giesige and Tim Ferris, among others. 

Father Herb believed strongly in the formation of lay 

leadership and encouraged parishioners to avail themselves 

of opportunities for continuing education provided through 

the Diocesan Lay Ministry Formation program available at 

that time.   He also encouraged parishioners to become 

involved in a variety of parish activities and ministries, 

including much emphasis placed on Small Faith Groups and 

Adult Retreats. 

Along with many parishes throughout the Diocese, our 

parish, under the leadership and enthusiasm of Father Herb, 

prepared for “Renew 2000,” a “pastoral response for the 21st 

century.”  The goal was to form as many small groups as 

possible to begin in the fall of 1998, with most groups to 

meet in parishioners’ homes.   The format, using provided 

materials, involved reading the upcoming Sunday Scriptures 

for each week, sharing faith, and spending time in 

fellowship.  Father called together a team of parishioners 

months in advance and worked diligently throughout 1998 

at planning and preparing for the development of small 

faith groups.  Publicity was wide-spread, with invitations 

being made through mail, phone calls, personal 

conversations, and sign-up opportunities after weekend 

Masses.  The result that first fall session was the involvement 

of over 300 parishioners and the development of over 30 

small communities, with Father Herb actively participating 

in several of the groups!   

We will continue our look at the pastorate of Father Herb 

Weber in our next column.  
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Catholic Women's Club will hold their next luncheon and meeting on Wednesday, October 9, 2019 at the Ontario Events Center (behind the 

Brown Derby Roadhouse) at 3985 Park Avenue West, Mansfield, Ohio 44903.  The lunch will start at 12:00 P.M. and the meeting and program 

will follow.  All Catholic women in the Saint Juan Diego Deanery are invited.  If you are new, you are encouraged to come and join us and get 

to know the Catholic women in the area.  Please call Betty Smollen, October Chairperson at 419.747.2214 or 419.610.5575 or Joan Schonhardt, 

President at 419.366.0188.  Reservations must be made by October 4, 2019 before 12:00 P.M.  We are looking forward to seeing current 

members and meeting new members! 

Volunteers Needed, Catholic Charities is seeking volunteers for various work areas:  volunteer guardians, H.O.P.E. Food pantry, 

clerical/office/reception.  If you are available for a couple of hours a week your help is greatly appreciated! Without our volunteers, we would 

not be able to serve the many needs of the community.  We appreciate any amount of time you are able to give and we thank you for your 

support.  Contact Pam Sellards 419.524.0833 x235 or psellards@toledodiocese.org. 

Our Lady of Consolation Shrine, 315 Clay Street, Carey, Ohio 43316 will offer a Mass for Victims of Cancer, their family, friends and 

caregivers on Friday, October 11th at 7:00 P.M.  Following Mass, visitors are invited to participate in special prayers for healing. The Shrine Gift 

Shop has extended their hours until 7:00 P.M.   Sunday, October 13th at 11:00 A.M. there will be a Mass (in honor of the Feast of St. Gerard 

Majella) for those who are expecting a child or trying to have one.  St. Gerard is the patron saint of motherhood. Join us also at 1:30 P.M. for 

Devotions and Rosary Procession. We welcome all to come and pray together.   

Concerned Friends, This group is for the parents who have lost children no matter what age and is non denominational, Christian 

based.  They will meet on first Mondays of the month, October 6 from 7:00-8:00 P.M. in the Chapel at Ohio Health Hospital, call John or Terry 

Heringhaus for more information at 419.526.3066. 

“ Do everything calmly and peacefully.  Do as much as you can as well as you can.  Strive to see God in all things without 
exception, and consent to His will joyously.  Do everything for God, uniting yourself to him in word and deed.  Walk very simply 

with the Cross of the Lord and be at peace with yourself.” 

                                                                                                        ~~Saint Francis deSales~~ 
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This week’s cover art:   Statue of St. Francis of Assisi in the Statue Garden at the Maria Stein Shrine of the Holy Relics, Maria Stein, Ohio. 

TODAY’S READINGS 

First Reading -- The just ones, because of their faith, shall 

live (Habakkuk 1:2-3; 2:2-4).  

 

Psalm -- If today you hear his voice, harden not your 

hearts (Psalm 95).  

 

Second Reading -- Bear hardship with the strength that 

comes from God (2 Timothy 1:6-8, 13-14).  

 

Gospel -- The apostles said to Jesus,  ”Increase our faith”.  

(Luke 17:5-10)  

 

The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass (c) 1969, 1981, 1997, 

International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.  

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday:  Jon 1:1 -- 2:2, 11; Jon 2:3-5, 8; Lk 10:25-37  

 

Tuesday:   Jon 3:1-10; Ps 130:1b-4ab, 7-8; Lk 10:38-42  

 

Wednesday:  Jon 4:1-11; Ps 86:3-6, 9-10; Lk 11:1-4  

 

Thursday:  Mal 3:13-20b; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Lk 11:5-13  

 

Friday:  Jl 1:13-15; 2:1-2; Ps 9:2-3, 6, 16, 8-9; Lk 11:15-26  

 

Saturday:  Jl 4:12-21; Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12; Lk 11:27-28  

 

Sunday:  2 Kgs 5:14-17; Ps 98:1-4; 2 Tm 2:8-13; Lk 17:11-19  

A LITTLE FAITH 
 

Today our readings are about faith, frustration, and how much is enough. Habakkuk is a complainer having an argument with 

God. Timothy is encouraging a community challenged by cowardice and the apostles want more faith than they have. Things 

aren't happening fast enough for any of them or for us. All of them and we want God to do something sooner rather than later 

and we want God to give us a reason to believe that it will all work out. What does God do? God puts it back on them--and us--

telling Habakkuk to describe the world he wants; telling the apostles to do more than the expected. Doing more with less is a 

familiar phrase today and a reminder that a little faith may be enough even for the most difficult times.  

Copyright (c) J. S. Paluch Co.  

 

 

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 

Sometimes human relationships go awry, but Christ's choice for us is irrevocable. In marriage celebrations, the Church always 

recalls God's faithfulness to help prepare married couples for enduring the inevitable rough spots. The Byzantine liturgy does this 

by adorning the couple with crowns that remind them of the martyr's crown. The couple therefore takes on a vocation of 

witnessing to the sacredness of life in all of its suffering and joy, and of keeping their eyes fixed on the banquet of heaven. 

In Eastern theology, people have a liturgical vocation to give God praise, and marriage fits within that plan. It is not so much 

saying prayers that counts, but becoming prayer. Interestingly, in this liturgy the couple never utters a word other than joining in 

the community's chants; there are no marriage vows as such. There is therefore not a hint of our Western Christian sense that 

marriage is a legal contract. Rather, it is all about living out one's baptismal vocation, embracing the cross, pouring oneself out in 

love, and opening to the grace of the Holy Spirit.  

--James Field, Copyright (c) J. S. Paluch Co. 
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