
 

 

104 West First Street  Mansfield, Ohio  44902 
419.524.2572 | mansfieldstpeters.org  

Mass Schedule: 

Saturday:                                           5:00 P.M. 

Sunday:   7:30 A.M., 9:30 A.M., 11:30 A.M. 
 

Monday & Friday                            5:30 P.M. 

Tuesday - Thursday                       7:00 A.M.  
 

Spanish Mass: 
Resurrection Parish, Lexington 

Sunday:                                             5:00 P.M. 
 

Parish Office Hours: 

Monday - Thursday: 7:30 A.M.-  7:30 P.M. 

Friday:                          7:30 A.M. -  6:00 P.M. 

Saturday:              10:00 A.M. - 2:00 P.M. 

Sunday                                                  Closed 

 

Pastoral Care Contacts: 

Ms. Kristi Reindl                      419.524.2572 
     Hospital & Follow-up 

     Nursing Homes/Assisted Living & 

      Prayer Pipeline 

Deacon John Reef                 419.529.3694 

     Shut-ins/Homebound 

                                                               

Sacrament of Baptism: 

Please contact the Parish Center to begin   

plans for the baptism of your baby or child.  

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: 
Saturday:         3:00 - 4:30 P.M. 

Other times by appointment. 
 

Sacrament of Marriage: 
Arrangements should be made at the Parish 

Center at least ten months in advance of the 

ceremony. A wedding date is confirmed 

after the initial meeting with a priest. 
 

Bulletin Deadline:  
Friday, 12:00 noon.  All requests must be 

submitted in writing or email and must 

receive prior approval. 
 

Parish Administrative Assistant: 
Ms. Kristi Reindl            419.524.2572  ext.2122 

 

    

 

 

   Pastoral Staff: 

   Fr. Gregory R. Hite, Pastor 

   Fr. Austin Ammanniti, Parochial Vicar  

   Mr. Bill Johnson,  

            Director of Music & Liturgy 

   Ms. Lynne Lukach, Pastoral Associate  

   Mrs. Elizabeth Wurm, Director of 

             Religious Ed. & Youth Minister  

   Deacon:   

   Mr. John Reef 
 

    St. Peter’s School: 

   Mr. Jonathan Cuttitta 
                  High School ,  Jr. High School  

   Mrs. Ashley Rastorfer 
              Elementary School and Montessori    
    
    Parish Business Manager: 

   Mr. Evan Mumea 
 

   Director of Development: 

   Mr. Jason Crundwell 

A Parish of the Saint Juan Diego Deanery, Diocese of Toledo 

 SAINT PETER’S CATHOLIC CHURCH 
DECEMBER 8, 2019 

The angel Gabriel was sent from God to a town of Galilee called 
Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man named Joseph, of the 
house of David, and the virgin's name was Mary. And coming to 
her, he said, "Hail, full of grace! The Lord is with you." But she 
was greatly troubled at what was said and pondered what sort of 
greeting this might be.  Then the angel said to her, "Do not be 
afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God.  Behold, you will 
conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall name him 
Jesus.  He will be great and will be called Son of the Most High, 
and the LORD God will give him the throne of David his father, 
and he will rule over the house of Jacob forever, and of his King-
dom there will be no end." But Mary said to the angel, "How can 
this be, since I have no relations with a man?" And the angel said 
to her in reply, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the pow-
er of the Most High will overshadow you.  Therefore the child to 
be born will be called holy, the Son of God.  And behold, Eliza-
beth, your relative, has also conceived a son in her old age, and 
this is the sixth month for her who was called barren; for nothing 
will be impossible for God."  Mary said, "Behold, I am the hand-
maid of the Lord. May it be done to me according to your word."  
Then the angel departed from her. 

 
                                                                                          Luke 1:26-38 
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Mass Intentions 
 
Monday, December 9,  Immaculate Conception of the Blessed  

                                                       Virgin Mary 

         5:00 pm  Rosary 

         5:30 pm  North Central Ohio Vocations Club 

Tuesday, December 10, Advent Weekday 

7:00 am  Parish 

Wednesday, December 11, Advent Weekday 

7:00 am  Richard “Dick” Spires 

Thursday, December 12,  Our Lady of Guadalupe

         7:00 am  Parish 

         9:00 am All School Mass 

Friday, December 13, Saint Lucy, V irgin and Martyr  

  5:00 pm  Rosary 

          5:30 pm  Dr. Fred Wiecher 

Saturday, December 14, Vigil of the Third Sunday of Advent 

         5:00 pm  Nicholas “Nick” Schemine 

Sunday, December 15, Third Sunday of Advent  

           7:30 am  Donald Chambers 

         9:30 am  Richard Bohland 

       11:30 am  Parish 

 
 

Lector/Communion Minister 
 
Saturday, December 14 

         5:00 pm  L  C Eighinger, B Linkenbach 

                          D  D Falquette, M Joyce, D Hipp, T Hipp 

Sunday, December 15 

         7:30 am  L   B Danuloff, J Kennedy 

                      D  M Collet, P Taylor, A Holloway, D Givens,  

                           K Reindl, K Reindl, L Danuloff 

     9:30 am  L  D Forster, F Schuster 

                      D  D Dreskler, S Weber, M Meinzer, J Kastelic,  

                           T Etzwiler, S Crundwell, S Weitzel, M Riggleman 

       11:30 am  L   K Cannon, C Mears  

                           D   K Yockey, S Elliott, C Mears, F Leitenberger,  

                                T Fesler 
 
 

Mass Servers 
 
Saturday, December 14 

         5:00 pm  D Delano-Goodman, E Holzmiller, G Holzmiller 

Sunday, December 15 

         7:30 am  A Gasper 

         9:30 am  N Osborne, M Osborne, D Crundwell 

       11:30 am  A Pindel, K Elliott 

 
 

The Children’s Liturgy of The Word 
 
      December 8     Patti      Marie 

     In October,  I had the opportunity to visit our 6th graders at 

Damascus Outdoor Camp. The facilities were beautiful and the 

staff members were extremely friendly and so easy to work with! 

While I was there, the students participated in a prayer 

workshop, took turns on the giant swing, and went to an 

aquatics class! Every activity was based on scripture. I walked 

away feeling positive and closer to God. 

     Both the Elementary and High School have begun a new 

accreditation cycle with OCSAA this year. OCSAA stands for Ohio 

Catholic Schools Accreditation Association. The purpose of the 

OCSAA is to strengthen Catholic school identity and mission and 

to engage Catholic schools in the ongoing improvement of 

student learning. The accreditation process is a 6 year cycle. 

Parent, staff, and student surveys have been completed. Survey 

data will be analyzed and we will use this data, as well as testing 

results, to affirm our Catholic identity and academic goals. At our 

November staff meeting, staff examined our current mission and 

belief statement. We are also working on our school, student, 

and community profiles. Teachers are currently working on 

completing an “Assessing Catholic Identity” survey and a 

“Student Learning” survey. 

     I am excited to announce a new service project that both our 

Montessori and Elementary staff and students will be 

participating in during the Advent season called the "Wall of 

Love." The "Wall of Love" will be on the chain link fence outside 

the Elementary school over Christmas break and will have Ziploc 

bags hung by clothes pins on it. Inside each bag will be items 

that can be used by those in need in our community. 

     The Advent season is a time of preparation for our hearts and 

minds for the coming of Jesus' birth on Christmas. It is a time 

that signifies prayer, penance, and sacrifice. Hope, faith, joy, 

peace, and purity are symbolic of the Advent season. Celebrating 

Advent is a special way to prepare our minds and our hearts for 

Christmas. With this in mind, we feel very inspired to make this 

mission, our "Wall of Love," be a part of our Advent season. 

     We are asking staff, students, and community members to 

donate items for our "giving bags" now through December 

13th. Items can be placed in the designated box located in 

the foyer of the Elementary as well as the Montessori house. 

Some examples of items to donate include: toothbrushes, 

toothpaste, soaps, brushes, combs, hats, gloves, scarves, warm 

socks, hand warmers, and Chap Stick.  

     Students and staff will help assemble the bags during the 

school day and help to hang the bags on the fence before we 

leave for Christmas break. Students will also be working in their 

classrooms to color Christmas cards to put inside the bags.  We 

hope this mission will be well received within our Mansfield 

community! Thank you in advance for your support! 

     As always, please feel free to stop in or make an appointment! 

My door is always open!  

Many blessings this Advent season,  

Mrs. Ashley Rastorfer, Elementary Principal/Montessori Director 
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Please Pray for the Sick of Our Parish 

Bill Ruhl, Jeannie Burkhalter, Krista Marshall, 

Aaron Blank, Cindy Lassen, Dina Riley, Eliana 

Nelson, MaKaya Butler, Mildred Corbin, Sharon 

Valdry, Paige Divelbiss, Maria Loschinkohl, Sherry Studer, 

John Ziegler, Marlene Ziegler, Kim Rucker, Dorothy Trinter, 

Marti Selby, JoAnn Marbaugh, Baby Greyden Jack, Gwen 

Yockey, Mary Ann and Mel Switzer, Louise Steggall, Tammy 

Dudley, Keith Combs, Mady Ziegler, Elaine Johnson, Cindy 

Jasnek Cartier, Jeannine Klotz, Marilyn B. Williamson, Paul 

Schopp, Tom Powell, Chief Master Sergeant Joseph Basting, 

Sarah Basting, Peggy Basting Taylor, Kathy Carcione, Carol 

Pittenger, Francis Paul Nestor, Charlie Henrich, Danny Rhea, 

Barb Jefferies, Amelia Moser, Ben Walker, Susan Lynn Shire, 

Cynthia Kalinoff Watson. 
Names will only be listed for 4 weeks.  If you wish to have  additional time, 

contact the Parish Center at 419.524.2572. 

 

 

 

 

Sunday and Holy Day Collections 

 

Sunday Collection & Holy Day Collection: $315,723 

Total Budgeted Sunday Collection To Date: $322,000 

Sunday Collection Surplus/(Deficit) ($6,277) 

School Collection  

Total Budgeted School Collection To Date: $55,200 

School Collection Surplus/(Deficit) 

 

($2,810) 

Total School Collection  To Date: $52,390 

 
 

Year to Date 

November 15, 2019 

Prison Ministry Corner 

 

Our brothers at ManCI and RiCI were blessed to 

celebrate Mass with Bishop Thomas on the Solemnity of 

Christ the King.  Here is what Bishop posted on his Facebook 

page:  " ‘Jesus, remember me when you come into your 

kingdom,’ (Lk 23:42). The message of hope, trust and 

humility of this plea of the criminal crucified next to Jesus 

was a source of profound encouragement during an annual 

visit and Mass first for the men at Mansfield Correctional on 

Saturday morning and then for the men at Richland 

Correctional on Saturday evening.  So edified by the 

reverence and active participation of all the men, inspired by 

those who professed the Faith, entered into full communion, 

were Confirmed and received the Holy Eucharist for the first 

time, and so grateful for those members of the prison 

ministry team of St. Peter's Mansfield who care for and visit 

the incarcerated.  No matter the crime committed, may the 

men of these Catholic communities imitate the ‘good thief’ 

and offer themselves to Christ, our crucified and risen Lord 

and King!” 

In God’s arms… 

                       Michael Payton        William Parsons    

          Richard Cummins           Mary Jane Lantz Stevens 

                                         John Henney 

              Eternal Rest grant unto them, O Lord.    

Check out the Kiosk! 

Check out the new items in the Respect Life kiosk in the main 

vestibule.  We have new CDs, pamphlets and some new 

books.  The CDs are great to listen to in the car when you take 

a short drive.  We are blessed to have so many great items 

available to us to keep us knowledgeable in our faith. 

No Room At The Inn 

Mary and Joseph brought their child into 

the world in a stable because there was 

no one to show them hospitality.  We  are 

going to have a great many visitors for our Christmas Masses.  

Let us be sure to show them warm and welcoming hospitality 

by making room for all who come to worship with us.  On a 

related note, as in past years, there is no reserved seating and 

seats may only be held for late-arriving members until the 

ushers begin seating people.  Thank you in advance for your 

hospitality. 

Additional Opportunities to celebrate 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation  

On Tuesday December 10 at St. Mary Parish at  9:00 A.M. to 

11:00 A.M., 2:00 P.M. to 4:00 P.M., 6:00 P.M. to 7:30 P.M.—Day 

of Grace. 

On Thursday December 12  at Resurrection Parish at 9:00 A.M. 

to 11:00 A.M., 2:00 P.M. to 4:00 P.M., 5:30 P.M. until the begin-

ning of Mass, 6:00 P.M .to 7:30 P.M.—Day of Grace. 

Christmas Mass Schedule 

Christmas Eve—Tuesday, December 24, 2019 

    4:00 P.M. (in Church) 

    4:00 P.M. (in High School Auditorium) 

    7:00 P.M. (in Church)—Incense will be used 

    12:00 Midnight—Church (Music begins at 11:30 P.M. ) 

                                        —   Incense will be used 

Christmas Day—Wednesday, December 25, 2019 

    9:00 A.M. (in Church) 
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Capital Campaign Financial Update 

 

As of November12,  2019 

D & W Auto Glass 

419.524.0241 

Volunteers Needed 

Coat Distribution 

Help will be needed today, Sunday, December 8 starting at 

1:00 P.M. in the church basement to sort the coats, sweaters, 

hats, gloves and mittens, scarves and boots which were do-

nated for our Anniversary Service Project.  Help will also be 

needed on December 9, 10 & 11 from 10:30—1:30 P.M. dis-

tributing those items during our Free Lunch Week in the 

church basement.   

Contact Angie Dillon dillon.angie@myspartans.org if you 

want to volunteer or if you have questions 

We still sell Garbage bags from the 
Yellow Bag People in the Parish Center. 

Giving Tree 

 

Our annual Giving Tree is filled with gift requests 

from families from St. Peter’s church and school, and 

our Community through Salvation Army, St. Vincent De Paul, 

Catholic Charities and the Angel Tree Program—for children 

of prison inmates.  The ornament tags are color coded for 

each respective entity and it is important to return the tags 

securely fastened on the gift. 

Please return your gift either the weekend Mass of 

December 7/8 or December 14/15.  THE DEADLINE TO 

RETURN GIFTS IS DECEMBER 15 AT THE 11:30 A.M. 

MASS—as gifts will be distributed soon after by their 

respective agencies/volunteer.  Thank you in advance for 

providing Christmas joy to needy families. 

Parish Registration Forms 

Can be obtained either in the Parish Center office 

during normal business hours or online at 

parish.mansfieldstpeters.org/parishioner-registration. 

Cash Available for 

Auditorium  $391,162 

Stage One Cash Goal: $379,000 

Amount Needed to 

complete first stage: 
GOAL REACHED!  

Uncollected Pledges: $139,752 

Northwest Ohio Scholarship                          
Fund 

Apply today for a scholarship for the 2020-21 school year! 

Scholarships are available for your children to attend a pri-

vate school or for homeschool expenses for grades K-8.      

Your child may qualify for a scholarship worth up to $1,500 at 

the private school of your choice or for $500 for homeschool 

expenses based on your family’s annual household income. 

∗ Families who meet the eligibility requirement and reside 

in one of the participating counties* can apply. 

∗ Scholarships payments are made directly to the school. 

∗ Residing Counties: Allen, Crawford, Defiance, Erie, Fulton, 

Hancock, Henry, Huron, Lucas, Ottawa, Paulding, Put-

nam, Richland, Sandusky, Seneca, Van Wert, Williams 

Wood and Wyandot. 

Online application deadline for 2020-21 is Friday, April 24, 

2020. https://tinyurl.com/NOSF2021AP  

For questions, contact Northwest Ohio Scholarship Fund at 

419.720.7048 or visit www.nosf.org. 

GOOD MORNING TO YOU! 

Father Hite and Father Austin greeted 

high school and junior high staff and 

students very early one morning a 

few weeks ago with a nice surprise of 

coffee, juice, and donuts.  While they 

distributed the breakfast treats, they 

enjoyed the opportunity to chat with 

students and staff as they entered the building for the school 

day.  Go Spartans! 

You are cordially invited 
to St. Peter’s annual 
Festival of Advent Lessons 
and Carols  

The Festival of Advent Lessons and Carols is sponsored by the 

St. Peter’s Series. This extremely popular Advent Service will 

be held on Sunday afternoon December 15 at 3:00 p.m. in the 

Church. Our Pastor, Father Gregory R. Hite, will preside as we 

hear readings from Sacred Scripture for the Advent season, 

coupled with beautiful music provided by St. Peter’s 

Traditional Choir, Hand Bell Choir, and Orchestra. This 

program will provide a beautiful setting for preparing us for 

Christmas and the coming of the Lord. This program is free 

and open to the public. Please call 419-524-2572, ext. 2113, 

for more information  
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BLUE BARRELS:   December 14 & 15 

     Recycling—Next Date: December 13, 2019 

Parish and School 
Ministries 

 

Did you know that there are many ways in which you can 

become more involved at St. Peter’s?  We are always looking 

for volunteers for the various ministries provided by both 

the parish and school.  The complete list can be found on 

our website at mansfieldstpeters.org or by contacting the 

Parish Center office at 419.524.2572.    

Blood Drive  

Please mark your calendars!  The St. Peter’s High school Key 

Club is sponsoring a blood drive on Thursday, December 12 

from 8:30 AM to 2:30 PM in the Franciscan Activity Center 

Atrium.   

Upcoming blood drives will be on February 6 and April 22, 

2020.  The April 22 blood drive is the Tridico Memorial Drive. 

Thank you for giving the gift of life! 

Adult Faith Enrichment 

Adult Faith opportunities are held in Assisi Hall, 4th floor 

Parish Center.  Enter thru Parish Center entrance, 104 West 

First Street. 

WOMEN'S BIBLE STUDY - Thank you to all who attended 

"Unlocking the Mystery of the Bible."  We encourage more 

women to join us when we resume Women's Bible Study in 

the new year.  Please check the bulletin each week for details. 

THE BIBLE AND THE VIRGIN MARY - A JOURNEY THROUGH 

SCRIPTURE 

We have two classes remaining - this Thursday and next 

Thursday at 6:30 P.M. in Assisi Hall, 4th floor Parish 

Center.  Our topics for this week's session are "The Promised 

Mother" and "Mother Crowned in Glory."  Open to all. 

Do You Know Someone Serving In The US 
Military 

Do you know someone serving in the US Military or someone 

who gave their life for our country while serving in the armed 

forces?  These people can be honored by submitting their 

names to St. Peter’s.  They will then be placed on bulletin 

board by the cry room at the main entrance to St. Peter’s.  

These people will then be remembered by many parishioners 

prayers.  What a great gift to be given to these serving our 

country. 

St. Peter’s Parish Gift Shop 

If you haven’t visited the St. Peter’s 

Parish Gift Shop in a while, you should!  

We have a nice selection of gifts, cards, 

books and so much more for every 

occasion.  If we don’t have it, we can order it for you.  The 

Parish Gift Shop is open during regular Parish Office Hours. 

Volunteers Are Needed 

Volunteers are needed to be a part of one of the teams who 

will do light cleaning in the church once a month.  We hope 

to have three or four teams.  We would also need help twice 

a year with cleaning before Easter and Christmas.  If you 

would like to help call Angie Dillon 419.524.2572, x3108 or 

email Dillon.angie@myspartans.org.  People of all ages are 

welcome.  This is a great service opportunity for our young 

people. 

Cocoa Ladies 

The rule for fasting to receive Holy Communion for Catholics 

many years ago was more than the one-hour fasting now in 

place.  In the early 1900’s, since elementary school students 

attended Mass every morning during the school week, they 

could not eat breakfast before arriving to school.  A group of 

women parishioners—the St. Rita’s Sodality who were later 

called the “cocoa ladies” - served hot cocoa after Mass to the 

children in the church basement.  Children would bring their 

breakfast and top it off with the delicious hot drink.  This 

continued for many, many years. 

 

 

 

WERE YOU A COCOA LADY WHO SERVED HOT COCOA TO 

OUR STUDENTS HERE? Or a relative of a “cocoa lady”? OR 

WERE YOU A STUDENT WHO REMEMBERS BEING SERVED 

HOT CHOCOLATE BY A COCOA LADY AFTER MASS?  If so, 

we would enjoy talking with you about that.  At your earliest 

convenience, please contact Kathy Morris at 419.524.2572, x 

2110 or at morris.kathy@myspartans.org.  Thank You! 

CATHOLIC WOMENS CLUB 
 

The next luncheon and meeting will be Wednesday, 

December 11, 2019 at the Brown Derby Roadhouse/Ontario 

Events Center at 3985 Park Avenue West, Mansfield, Ohio 

44903. The lunch will start at 12:00 pm and the meeting and 

program will follow.   All Catholic women in the Saint Juan 

Diego Deanery are invited.  If you are new, you are 

encouraged to come and join us and get to know the 

Catholic women in the area. Please call Debbie Cochran, the 

December Chairperson at 419-529-8176 or Joan Schonhardt, 

President at 419-366-0118.  Reservations must be made by 

December 6, 2019 before 12 noon. We are looking forward to 

seeing current members and meeting new members! 
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St. Peter’s Elementary is looking for an elementary crossing guard Monday—Friday 7:15—8:00 A.M.  A stipend is available.  If interested, 

please email Ashley Rastorfer at rastorfer.ashley@myspartans.org. 

PSR Teacher Needed to fill the role of a catechist for our PSR Program. The program meets on Wednesday evenings from 6:00-7:30 

P.M. and the opening needs to be filled quickly. It is for an elementary grade. If you love little ones and love your faith and sharing it (or know 

someone who does) please contact Elizabeth Wurm at wurm.elizabeth@myspartans.org as soon as possible. 

Upper Room Youth Group is for all Middle School (6-8 grade) and HS ()9-12 grade) youth in the deanery and around the area. Missionaries 

from Damascus Catholic Mission Camp (CYSC) will be at Resurrection Parish, 2600 Lexington Avenue for Spiritual and fun-filled evenings 

twice a month running October through April.  HS grades will meet December 8.  Call or text 614.989.2724 for more information. 

Open Teaching Positions  St. Peter's School is looking for qualified substitute teachers for all grade levels.  Substitute teachers require 

a Substitute Teaching License from the Ohio Department of Education.  This requires a minimum of a Bachelor's degree as well as BCI and FBI 

background checks and completion of the Diocese of Toledo VIRTUS program.  Interested candidates should contact the appropriate 

building Principal: Jon Cutitta, Acting HS/JH Principal, at cuttitta.jon@myspartans.org or Ashley Rastorfer, Acting Elementary Principal at  

rastorfer.ashley@myspartans.org.  

St. Mary’s Senior Citizen Luncheon at 1630 Ashland Road on Tuesday December 17, 2019.  The luncheon will be at 12:15 P.M. and the 

cost is $3, the menu is chicken tenders, tater tots, corn, peaches and beverage.  Reservations are required please call 419.589.2114. 

“Faith is like a bright ray of sun light.  It enables us to see God in all things as well as all things in God.” 

.Saint Francis de Sales~~ 
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This week’s cover art:   Statue of the Blessed Mother and Jesus, St. Mary Catholic Church, German Village, Columbus Ohio by Kristi Reindl 

TODAY’S READINGS 

 

First Reading —  The barren deserts will rejoice and 

flower (Isaiah 35:1-6a, 10).  

Psalm —  Lord, come and save us (Psalm 146).  

Second Reading —  Be patient, for the coming of the 

Lord is as sure as the rain (James 5:7-10).  

Gospel —  Tell of what you hear and see: The blind 

regain their vision, the crippled their movement, the deaf 

their hearing (Matthew 11:2-11).  

The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, 

International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

Monday:        Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a; Ps 25:4-5ab, 6, 7bc-9;   

                             Mt 21:23-27  

Tuesday:        Gn 49:2, 8-10; Ps 72:1-4ab, 7-8, 17; Mt 1:1-17  

Wednesday:  Jer 23:5-8; Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19; Mt 1:18-25  

Thursday:       Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a; Ps 71:3-4a, 5-6ab, 16-17;  

                              Lk 1:5-25  

Friday:             Is 7:10-14; Ps 24:1-4ab, 5-6; Lk 1:26-38  

Saturday:        Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a; Ps 33:2-3, 11-12, 20-21;   

                               Lk 1:39-45  

Sunday:           Is 7:10-14; Ps 24:1-6; Rom 1:1-7; Mt 1:18-24  

REASON TO REJOICE 

 

Dark violet is worn throughout Advent to express the seasons character of spiritual preparation for Christmas and “the coming 

of the Lord.” But on the Third Sunday of Advent, known as Gaudete (Latin for “rejoice”) Sunday, the color rose may be added to 

the liturgical environment. The entire liturgy is infused with a spirit of rejoicing.  Today’s first reading and Gospel proclaim the 

reality of God’s saving work in our midst. Isaiah exuberantly describes the idyllic transformation of all creation as a result of 

God’s presence in the midst of the people. In the Gospel, Jesus connects Isaiah’s prophecy with what is happening in his own 

ministry. In addition to the list of healings from Isaiah (the blind, the lame, lepers, and the deaf), Jesus’ presence brings two 

other reasons for rejoicing: “The dead are raised, and the poor have the good news proclaimed to them” (Matthew 11:5).  

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

 

Oh that we would truly recognize God’s creation as a “holy mountain” where justice would flourish and decisions were made 

“aright for the land’s afflicted.”  

We need the words of hope spoken by the prophet Isaiah in today’s first reading today more than ever. But rather than just a 

vision of hope, God’s holy mountain is a goal “for the earth shall be filled with the knowledge of the LORD.” Christ has come, 

and the Spirit that rested upon him rests upon us.  

The vision of Isaiah is the kingdom heralded by John the Baptist—a vision realized through repentance. As pastoral musicians 

and liturgists, through carefully selected and composed music and prayers, we lead others to envision God’s kingdom and to 

experience a continual conversion. However, let us not neglect our own daily conversion and repentance. What are we doing 

to prepare for a new birth of Christ in our hearts?  

Preparing our hearts for Christ can seem to be a daunting task in a world where division and hatefulness is regularly 

encouraged and even celebrated; where we can barely speak cordially to each other if we have disagreements; where we 

ourselves can become instruments inflicting harm and ruin. Yet this is the mission given to us by Christ. We come closer each 

and every day that we regard our common life on this planet as sacred, and seek to be converted toward peace and justice in 

our own lives and circles of influence. Then will Isaiah’s image of justice, peace, and coexistence come to pass; then will harm 

and ruin be turned into safety and abundant life. 
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