Hail Mary,
Full of Grace,
The Lord is with thee.
Blessed art thou among women,
and blessed is the fruit
of thy womb, Jesus.
Holy Mary,
Mother of God,
pray for us sinners now,
and at the hour of our death.
Amen.



Fifth Sunday of Easter, Year A
May 10, 2020
Readings: Acts 6:1-7; First Peter 2:4-9; John 14:1-12
We are drawing near to the Solemnity of the Lord’s Ascension, forty days after Easter, just two weeks from
now. Where does the time go? Like it or not, time tends to fly by quickly, even when we try to live it
mindfully, taking one day at a time. We can ask if over these days and weeks since Easter Sunday 2020 we
have grown and are changed. We hope so, but in fact we probably admit that we still have a long way to go in
living completely for God and neighbor.
The lessons chosen for this Sunday are already getting us to think about the time of Jesus’ Ascension, when the
Lord will visibly leave his band but not abandon them. Jesus says to his followers, “Do not let you hearts be
troubled. Have faith in God and faith in me” (John 14:1). Furthermore, the Lord assures the disciples that “I am
indeed going to prepare a place for you, and then I shall come back to take you with me, that where I am you
also may be” (John 14:3).
These are admittedly mysterious words and concepts, yet tremendous consolation for those who desire to
belong fully to the Lord and God’s kingdom now and in heaven for all eternity.
Looking at each of the Sacred Scripture readings for this Sunday, we find a strong thread running through
them. In the first lesson, from the Acts of the Apostles, we hear of tension and division within the Christian
community. Ideals are very important and never to be let go of, yet we must live in the reality that all of us are
frail and can fall victim to blindness, prejudice and pettiness when it comes to living and working with others,
even with the best of intentions.
What might be called Christian pluralism is at the heart of the first reading and it continues to be a valid
concept for all of us, wherever we may be. It requires a strong commitment of loving acceptance of those who
think and act differently than us. This takes prayer and guidance, to live graciously for the good of others, no
matter who they are or what we may think of them.
The first letter of Saint Peter, the second lesson for Mass this Sunday, concerns itself with the fact that the life
of a Christian is a life-long process by which we draw near to Christ, and in so doing, draw closer to one
another as well. The image sometimes used to describe this mystery is that of the spokes of a wheel, such as
those on a bicycle. As one draws closer to the center along the spokes, one also draws closer to others
around. Drawing near to Christ also draws us nearer to each other.
As the follower of Christ goes forth in faith and closer to the Lord, it is charity or love of God and neighbor
that transforms individuals, through the power of the risen Christ, into one family of God’s people. To the
extent that we live in love with one another we are growing toward Christ, our vital center.
Adhering to Christ we share in his mission that all the world might know the message of salvation and God’s
infinite love for the human race. God so loved the world, we are told in scripture, that Christ was sent by God
to redeem all who were lost. In other words, everyone!
United to Christ we form a temple or house, as a pleasing offering to God for the growth in holiness of the
entire Church (see Galatians 2:20). But the bottom line is living in love and not counting the cost nor giving up
when the going gets rough, as it inevitably will.

Through the risen Christ and in his love we are capable of offering our lives to God as an acceptable sacrifice.
The lives of each of us and of all believers are meant to open the eyes of our fellow men and women, bringing
them to the same fountain from which we draw life and never tire of doing so.
Christ completed his early sojourn and returned to the Father. Christ came as the ambassador of the heavenly
Father. Christ’s mission was to reveal God, with whom Jesus is one. Those who follow Christ are
commissioned to continue the work of Christ, making the message of salvation in Jesus Christ known to the
nations. Consequently, there is no reason for distress at the prospect of physical separation from the Lord, for
the followers are in fact never really separated from Christ who promised to send us the Holy Spirit. The Holy
Spirit is given to those who are willing to give all in order to have the one thing necessary, a share in God’s
life forever.

The followers of Christ must keep their faith both in the Father who sent Jesus Christ into the world and in
Jesus himself, sent by the Father for the salvation of the human race. Jesus’ return to the Father’s side should
not cause frustration, but engender hope in our eventual reunion with the Lord. There are many dwelling
places where God lives, Jesus tells his disciples, and everyone can find a place there.
As Christ’s messengers to the nations, we are endowed with God’s help or power to fulfill our vocation. This
power comes as the many gifts of the Holy Spirit, poured out initially at Pentecost, and upon succeeding
followers at the time of their Confirmation and subsequently in the reception of the sacraments, especially
Reconciliation or Penance and Holy Communion.
Christ promised to remain with his disciples, even until the end of time. That is great consolation, and in fact
“Consoler” is another name for the Holy Spirit, or the “Comforter,” who “will guide you into all the truth,” as
Jesus described the Holy Spirit (see John 16:13).
The early followers of Christ were so convinced of these truths that they regularly proclaimed in their sacred
liturgy or worship the phrase in Aramaic, “Maranatha,” that is, “Come, Lord Jesus, come” (Rev 22:20 and 1
Cor 16:22).
May that be our conviction and confident cry as well!
Homily by a Monk of the Monastery of Christ in the Desert, Abiquiu, New Mexico

Fifth Sunday of Easter
“Do Not Let Your Hearts Be Troubled…”
Excerpted from a Homily by Father Tommy Lane
Mount St. Mary’s Seminary, Emmitsburg, MD
In the Gospel today we heard Jesus preparing his disciples for the time when he would no longer be with
them. He said to them,
Do not let your hearts be troubled. You have faith in God; have faith also in me. In my Father’s
house there are many dwelling places. If there were not, would I have told you that I am going to
prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back again and take
you to myself, so that where I am you also may be. (John 14:1-3)
In the Gospel Philip asked Jesus to be able to see the Father and Jesus responded, “Have I been with you all
this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? To have seen me is to have seen the Father.” (John 14:9) If
Jesus were to ask that question of us I think we would all answer that we do know something of Jesus but we
don’t know him very well. That is why we worry. If we knew Jesus better we would not focus on problems and
difficulties but focus on Jesus instead. “Have I been with you all this time and you still do not know me?”
“Have I been with you all this time in the Mass and sacraments and the Word of God in the Bible and you still
do not know me?” “Have I been with you all this time in the faith of your community and when you pray to me
and you still do not know me?” “Have I been with you all this time and when you look back over your life you
can see that I sent you help when you needed it and you still do not know me?”
If we had more of Jesus in our lives we would have less fear, worries and anxieties. We would still have
problems. God never promised that we would not have problems. Jesus himself had a big problem, he was
sentenced to death as a common criminal. But Jesus rose on the third day and Jesus will help us rise above our
difficulties also because as the second reading stated Jesus is the “living stone, rejected by human beings but
chosen and precious in the sight of God” (1 Peter 2:4) If we try to live without Jesus, life will not go nearly as
well for us as when we have Jesus at the center of our lives. We can overcome problems better with Jesus in
our lives than without Jesus. If we turn our backs on Jesus how can we expect to succeed? Let us focus on
Jesus and not on the problems. Again as our second reading stated, “Behold, I am laying a stone in Zion, a
cornerstone, chosen and precious, and whoever believes in it shall not be put to shame.” (1 Peter 2:6) When we
have problems let us turn to Jesus who is always waiting for us.
Sometimes we say, “It’s impossible.”
But Jesus says in Luke 18:27, “Things that are impossible for men are possible for God.”
Sometimes we say, “I’m too tired.”
But Jesus says in Matthew 11:28 “Come to me all you who labor and are overburdened and I will
give you rest.”
Sometimes we say, “Nobody really loves me.”
But in John 3:16 we read that God so loved the world that he gave his only Son.
Sometimes we say, “I can’t go on.”
But Jesus told Paul, “My grace is enough for you: for power is at full stretch in weakness.” (2
Corinthians. 12:9)
Sometimes we say, “I can’t do it.”
But Paul wrote in Philippines 4:13, “I can do all things in Him who strengthens me.”
Sometimes we say, “I can’t manage.”
But Paul wrote in Philippines 4:19, “God will fulfill all your needs in Christ Jesus as lavishly as
only God can.

Sometimes we say, “I’m afraid.”
But in 2 Timothy 1:7 we read, “God’s gift was not a spirit of timidity, but the Spirit of power and
love and self-control.”
Sometimes we say, “I feel all alone.”
But in Hebrews 13:5 God says, “I will never fail or desert you.”
In our Gospel today Jesus said, “Do not let your hearts be troubled. You have faith in God; have faith also in
me.” (John 14:1)

The picture above was taken in the newly completed St. Peter’s Catholic Church here in Mansfield in 1917 or 1918. Note the absence of stained
glass windows (which did not arrive until 1920), as well as the visible differences in sanctuary furnishings and décor. The picture comes from the
collection of the late Helen Keating Ott, who went on to establish the Children’s Department of the Mansfield Richland County Public Library.
Mrs. Ott would have been 13 or 14 years old when she took the picture. Though she herself was a Presbyterian, she was evidently inspired by the
interior of our church. Note the sanctuary presence lamp suspended from the center of the ceiling in the apse. Forced perspective makes it look as
though the lamp was hung to the right, however. If anyone in our parish can remember when the lamp was removed and what might have become
of it, we would love to know about it. Please contact the Parish Liturgy Office at 419-524-2572, ext. 2113 if you can shed any light on this
question. The lamp was r emoved pr ior to 1944 when the chur ch was r edecor ated for the Par ish Centenar y. (Photo cour tesy of Timothy
Brian McKee.)

Loving Father, you alone are the source of every good
gift. We praise you for all your gifts to us, and we thank
you for your generosity. Everything we have, and all that
we are, comes from you. Help us to be grateful and responsible.
You have called us to follow your son, Jesus, without
counting the cost. Send us your Holy Spirit to give us
courage and wisdom to be faithful disciples.
We commit ourselves to being good stewards. Help us to
be grateful, accountable, generous, and willing to give
back with increase. Help us to make stewardship a way of
life.

We make this prayer through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, now and
forever.
AMEN

O Mary, you shine continuously
on our journey as a sign of
salvation and hope.
We entrust ourselves to you,
Health of the Sick.
At the foot of the Cross you
participated in Jesus’ pain, with steadfast faith.
You, Salvation of the Roman People, know what we
need.
We are certain that you will provide, so that,
as you did at Cana of Galilee, joy and feasting might
return after this moment of trial.
Help us, Mother of Divine Love, to conform
ourselves to the Father’s will and to do what Jesus
tells us:
He who took our sufferings upon Himself, and bore
our sorrows to bring us, through the Cross, to the
joy of the Resurrection. Amen.
We seek refuge under your protection, O Holy
Mother of God.
Do not despise our pleas – we who are put to the test
– and deliver us from every danger, O glorious and
blessed Virgin.
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