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A Homily on the Meaning of Pentecost 

by Saint Augustine of Hippo 

I. What is the Meaning of the Coming of the Holy Spirit? 

This is a solemn day for us, because of the Coming of the Holy Ghost; the fiftieth day from the Lord’s 
Resurrection, seven days multiplied by seven. But multiplying seven by seven we have forty-nine. One is then 
added: that we may be reminded of unity. 

What is the meaning of the Coming of the Holy Ghost? What did it accomplish? How did He tell us of His 
Presence; reveal It to us? By the fact that all spoke in the tongues of every nation. There were a hundred and 
twenty people gathered in one room; ten times twelve. The sacred number of the Apostles was multiplied ten 
times. What then, did each one upon whom the Holy Spirit descended speak in one of the tongues of each of 
the nations: to this man one language, to this man another, dividing as it were among themselves the tongues 
of all the nations? No, it was not so: but each man, singly, spoke in the tongue of every nation. One and the 
same man spoke the tongue of every nation: the unity of the Church amid the tongues of all the nations. See 
here how the unity of the Catholic Church spread throughout all nations is set before us. 

II. Whosoever is Without the Church Has Not the Holy Spirit 

He therefore who possesses the Holy Spirit is in the Church, which speaks in the tongues of all nations. 
Whosoever is without this Church, has not the Holy Spirit. For this reason the Holy Spirit deigned to reveal 
Himself in the tongues of all nations, that each may understand, that he possesses the Holy Spirit who is 
nourished within the unity of the Church, which speaks in every tongue. One body, says Paul the Apostle, one 
body and one Spirit (Eph. iv. 4). 

Attend to this, you who are our members. A body is composed of many members, and one spirit gives life to 
all the members. By the human spirit, by which I am myself a man, I join together all my members: I 
command my members to move, I direct the eye to see, the ears to hear, the tongue to speak, the hand to work, 
the feet to walk. The duties of each member are different, but one soul joins all together. Many things are 
commanded, many done, but one commands, one is obeyed. What our spirit, that is, our soul, is to our own 
members, this the Holy Spirit is to the members of Christ, to the Body of Christ, which is the Church. 

And so, where the Apostle speaks of it as a body, let us not think of it as a dead body without life. One body, 
he says. But, I ask you, is this a living body? It is living. By what does it live? By one spirit. And one Spirit. 
Be watchful therefore, brethren, within our own body; and grieve for those who are cut off from the Church. 
As long as we live, while we are in our senses, let all members fulfil their duties among our own members. 
Should one member suffer anything, let all the members suffer with it (I Cor. xii. 26). Yet, though it may 
suffer, because it is in the body, it cannot die. For what does to die mean but to lose the spirit? Now if a 
member be cut off from the body, does the soul follow it? It can still be seen what member it is: it is a finger, a 
hand, an arm, an ear; besides substance, it has form; but it has no life. So is it with a man separated from the 
Church. Seek if he has the sacrament. You learn he has. Look for baptism. You find it. The creed? You find it. 
This is the outward form; but unless inwardly you live by the Spirit, in vain do you glory in the outward form. 

III. Unity is put before us in the Creation, and in the Birth of Christ. 

Dearly Beloved, God greatly commends unity. Let you dwell upon this, that in the beginning of creation, when 
God established all things, He placed the stars in the heavens and trees and all green things upon the earth. He 
said: Let the earth bring forth, and trees and all living things were brought forth. He said: Let the waters bring 
forth creeping things and flying things; and it was done. Let the earth bring forth the living creature in its kind 
and cattle and beasts of the earth; and it was done. Did God make the other birds from one bird? Did He make 
all the fish from one fish? All horses from one horse? All beasts from one beast? Did the earth not produce 
many things at the same time? Did it not complete many created things with numerous offspring? 

Then He came to the creation of man, and He created one man; and from one man the human race. Nor did He 
will to create two separate beings, male and female, but one man; and from this one man He made woman 
(Gen. i. II). Why did He do this? Why did He begin the human race from one man, if not to commend unity to 
mankind? And the Lord Christ was born of one person. Virgin therefore is unity; let it hold fast to its integrity; 
let it preserve it uncorrupted. 



IV. Christ commends to the Apostles the Unity of the Catholic Church. 

The Lord commends to the Apostles the unity of the Church. He shows Himself; and they think they are seeing 
a spirit. They are frightened. He gives them courage, when He says to them: Why are you troubled, and why 
do thoughts arise in your hearts? See my hands: handle and see; for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as you 
see me to have. And see how as they wondered for joy He takes food; not from necessity, but for His purpose. 
He eats it before them. In the face of the unbelieving He commends to them the reality of His Body; He 
commends the Unity of the Church. 

For what does He say? Are not these the words I spoke to you, while I was with you, that all things must needs 
be fulfilled, which are written in the law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the psalms, concerning me? 
Then he opened their understanding, the Gospel says, that they might understand the scriptures. And he said to 
them: thus it is written, and thus it behooved Christ to suffer, and to rise again from the dead the third day (Lk. 
xxiv. 44). Behold our Head. Behold our Head; but where are the members? Behold the Bridegroom; where is 
the Bride? Read the marriage contract; listen to the Bridegroom. You seek the Bride? Learn from Him. No one 
takes away from Him His Bride; no one puts another in Her place. Learn from Him. Where do you seek 
Christ? Amid the fabrications of men, or in the truth of the Gospels? He suffered, He rose the third day, He 
showed Himself to His Disciples. We now have Him; we ask where She is? Let us ask Him. It behooved 
Christ to suffer, and to rise again from the dead, the third day. 

Lo, this is now come to pass; already we have seen Him. Tell us, O Lord; tell us Thou, Lord, lest we fall into 
error. And that penance and remission of sins should be preached. in his name unto all nations, beginning at 
Jerusalem. It began at Jerusalem, and it has reached unto us. It is there, and it is here. For it did not cease there 
to come to us. It has grown forth not changed places. He commended this to us immediately after His 
Resurrection. He passed forty days with them. About to ascend to heaven, He commended the Church to them 
again. The Bridegroom now about to depart entrusted His Bride to the care of His friends: not that she should 
love one among them, but that She might love Him as Her Spouse, and them as friends of the Bridegroom; but 
none of them as the Bridegroom. 

They are jealous for Him, the friends of the Bridegroom; and they will not suffer her to be corrupted by a 
wanton love. Men hate rather when they so love. Listen to the jealous friend of the Bridegroom, when he 
knew, through friends, that the Bride was in a way to being corrupted. He says: I hear there are schisms among 
you; and in part I believe it (I Cor. xi. 18). Also, it hath been signified to me, my brethren, (you, by them that 
are of the house of Chloe, that there are contentions among you, that everyone of you says, I indeed am of 
Paul; and I am of Apollo; and I of Cephas; and I of Christ. Is Christ divided? Was Paul then crucified for you? 
Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? (I Cor. i. 11-13.) O friend of the Bridegroom! He refuses for 
himself the love of Another’s Spouse. He wills not to be loved in the place of the Bridegroom, that he may 
reign with the Bridegroom. 

The Church therefore has been entrusted to them (the friends of the Bridegroom). And when He was about to 
ascend into heaven, He said so to those who thus asked Him about the end of the world: Tell us when shall 
these things be? And when shall be the sign of thy coming? And He said: It is not for you to know the times 
which the Father hath put in his own power. Hear, O disciple, what you have learned from your Master: But 
you shall receive the power of the Holy Ghost coming upon you. And it has come to pass. On the fortieth day 
He ascended into heaven, and behold, coming upon this day, all who were present are filled with the Holy 
Ghost, and speak in the tongues of all nations. Once more unity is commended; by the tongues of all nations. It 
is commended by the Lord rising from the dead; it is confirmed this day in the Coming of the Holy Ghost. 
Amen. 

Source: Catholicism.org 
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Pentecost arrived, for the disciples, after fifty days of uncertainty.  True, Jesus had risen.  Overjoyed, they had 
seen him, listened to his words and even shared a meal with him.  Yet they had not overcome their doubts and 
fears: they met behind closed doors (cf. Jn 20:19.26), uncertain about the future and not ready to proclaim the 
risen Lord.  Then the Holy Spirit comes and their worries disappear.  Now the apostles show themselves 
fearless, even before those sent to arrest them.  Previously, they had been worried about saving their lives; now 
they are unafraid of dying.  Earlier, they had huddled in the Upper Room; now they go forth to preach to every 
nation.  Before the ascension of Jesus, they waited for God’s kingdom to come to them (cf. Acts 1:6); now they 
are filled with zeal to travel to unknown lands.  Before, they had almost never spoken in public, and when they 
did, they had often blundered, as when Peter denied Jesus; now they speak with parrhesia to everyone.  The 
disciples’ journey seemed to have reached the end of the line, when suddenly they were rejuvenated by the 
Spirit.  Overwhelmed with uncertainty, when they thought everything was over, they were transformed by a 
joy that gave them a new birth.  The Holy Spirit did this.  The Spirit is far from being an abstract reality: he is 
the Person who is most concrete and close, the one who changes our lives.  How does he do this?  Let us 
consider the Apostles.  The Holy Spirit did not make things easier for them, he didn’t work spectacular 
miracles, he didn’t take away their difficulties and their opponents.  Rather, the Spirit brought into the lives of 
the disciples a harmony that had been lacking, his own harmony, for he is harmony. 

Harmony within human beings.  Deep down, in their hearts, the disciples needed to be changed. Their story 
teaches us that even seeing the Risen Lord is not enough, unless we welcome him into our hearts.  It is no use 
knowing that the Risen One is alive, unless we too live as risen ones.  It is the Spirit who makes Jesus live 
within us; he raises us up from within. That is why when Jesus appears to his disciples, he repeats the words, 
“Peace be with you!” (Jn 20:19.21), and bestows the Spirit.  That is what peace really is, the peace bestowed 
on the Apostles.  That peace does not have to do with resolving outward problems – God does not spare his 
disciples from tribulation and persecution.  Rather, it has to do with receiving the Holy Spirit.  The peace 
bestowed on the apostles, the peace that does not bring freedom from problems but in problems, is offered to 
each of us.  Filled with his peace, our hearts are like a deep sea, which remains peaceful, even when its surface 
is swept by waves.  It is a harmony so profound that it can even turn persecutions into blessings.  Yet how 
often we choose to remain on the surface!  Rather than seeking the Spirit, we try to keep afloat, thinking that 
everything will improve once this or that problem is over, once I no longer see that person, once things get 
better.  But to do so is to stay on the surface: when one problem goes away, another arrives, and once more we 
grow anxious and ill at ease.  Avoiding those who do not think as we do will not bring serenity.  Resolving 
momentary problems will not bring peace.  What makes a difference is the peace of Jesus, the harmony of the 
Spirit. 

 At today’s frenzied pace of life, harmony seems swept aside.  Pulled in a thousand directions, we run the risk 
of nervous exhaustion and so we react badly to everything.  Then we look for the quick fix, popping one pill 
after another to keep going, one thrill after another to feel alive.  But more than anything else, we need the 
Spirit: he brings order to our frenzy.  The Spirit is peace in the midst of restlessness, confidence in the midst of 
discouragement, joy in sadness, youth in aging, courage in the hour of trial.  Amid the stormy currents of life, 
he lowers the anchor of hope.  As Saint Paul tells us today, the Spirit keeps us from falling back into fear, for 
he makes us realize that we are beloved children (cf. Rom 8:15).  He is the Consoler, who brings us the tender 
love of God.  Without the Spirit, our Christian life unravels, lacking the love that brings everything 
together.  Without the Spirit, Jesus remains a personage from the past; with the Spirit, he is a person alive in 
our own time.  Without the Spirit, Scripture is a dead letter; with the Spirit it is a word of life.  A Christianity 
without the Spirit is joyless moralism; with the Spirit, it is life. 



The Holy Spirit does not bring only harmony within us but also among us.  He makes us Church, building 
different parts into one harmonious edifice.  Saint Paul explains this well when, speaking of the Church, he 
often repeats a single word, “variety”: varieties of gifts, varieties of services, varieties of activities” (1 
Cor 12:4-6).  We differ in the variety of our qualities and gifts.  The Holy Spirit distributes them creatively, so 
that they are not all identical.   On the basis of this variety, he builds unity.  From the beginning of creation, he 
has done this.  Because he is a specialist in changing chaos into cosmos, in creating harmony.  He is a 
specialist in creating diversity, enrichment, individuality.  He is the creator of this diversity and, at the same 
time, the one who brings harmony and gives unity to diversity.  He alone can do these two things. 

In today’s world, lack of harmony has led to stark divisions.  There are those who have too much and those 
who have nothing, those who want to live to a hundred and those who cannot even be born.  In the age of the 
computer, distances are increasing: the more we use the social media, the less social we are becoming.  We 
need the Spirit of unity to regenerate us as Church, as God’s People and as a human family.  May he 
regenerate us!  There is always a temptation to build “nests”, to cling to our little group, to the things and 
people we like, to resist all contamination.  It is only a small step from a nest to a sect, even within the 
Church.  How many times do we define our identity in opposition to someone or something!  The Holy Spirit, 
on the other hand, brings together those who were distant, unites those far off, brings home those who were 
scattered.  He blends different tonalities in a single harmony, because before all else he sees goodness.  He 
looks at individuals before looking at their mistakes, at persons before their actions.  The Spirit shapes the 
Church and the world as a place of sons and daughters, brothers and sisters.   These nouns come before any 
adjectives.  Nowadays it is fashionable to hurl adjectives and, sadly, even insults.  It could be said that we are 
living in a culture of adjectives that forgets about the nouns that name the reality of things.  But also a culture 
of the insult as the first reaction to any opinion that I do not share.  Later we come to realize that this is 
harmful, to those insulted but also to those who insult.  Repaying evil for evil, passing from victims to 
aggressors, is no way to go through life.  Those who live by the Spirit, however, bring peace where there is 
discord, concord where there is conflict.  Those who are spiritual repay evil with good.  They respond to 
arrogance with meekness, to malice with goodness, to shouting with silence, to gossip with prayer, to 
defeatism with encouragement. 

To be spiritual, to savour the harmony of the Spirit, we need to adopt his way of seeing things.  Then 
everything changes: with the Spirit, the Church is the holy People of God, mission is not proselytism but the 
spread of joy, as others become our brothers and sisters, all loved by the same Father.  Without the Spirit, 
though, the Church becomes an organization, her mission becomes propaganda, her communion an 
exertion.  Many Churches spend time making pastoral plans, discussing any number of things.  That seems to 
be the road to unity, but it is not the way of the Spirit; it is the road to division.  The Spirit is the first and last 
need of the Church (cf. Saint Paul VI, General Audience, 29 November 1972).  He “comes where he is loved, 
where he is invited, where he is expected” (Saint Bonaventure, Sermon for the Fourth Sunday after Easter).  

Brothers and sisters, let us daily implore the gift of the Spirit.  Holy Spirit, harmony of God, you who turn fear 
into trust and self-centredness into self-gift, come to us.  Grant us the joy of the resurrection and perennially 
young hearts.  Holy Spirit, our harmony, you who make of us one body, pour forth your peace upon the 
Church and our world.  Holy Spirit, make us builders of concord, sowers of goodness, apostles of hope. 



But why did the Holy Spirit come to them, not while Christ was present, nor even immediately after his 
departure, but, whereas Christ ascended on the fortieth day, the Spirit descended 

“when the day of Pentecost,” that is, the fiftieth, “was fully come”(Acts 2:1) 

 

And how was it, if the Spirit had not yet come, that He said, 

“Receive ye the Holy Spirit” (John 20:22) 

 

In order to render them capable and meet for the reception of Him. For if Daniel fainted at the sight of an 
Angel (Dan. 8:17), much more would these when about to receive so great a grace. 

Either this then is to be said, or else that Christ spoke of what was to come, as if it came already; as when He 
said, 

“Tread ye upon serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the devil.” (Luke 10:19) 

 

But why had the Holy Spirit not yet come? It was fit that they should first be brought to have a longing desire 
for that event, and so receive the grace. For this reason Christ Himself departed, and then the Spirit descended. 
For had He Himself been there, they would not have expected the Spirit so earnestly as they did. On this 
account neither did He come immediately after Christ’s Ascension, but after eight or nine days. It is the same 
with us also; for our desires towards God are then most raised, when we stand in need. Accordingly, John 
chose that time to send his disciples to Christ when they were likely to feel their need of Jesus, during his own 
imprisonment. 



Besides, it was fit that our nature should be seen in heaven, and that the reconciliation should be perfected, and 
then the Spirit should come, and the joy should be unalloyed. For, if the Spirit being already come, Christ had 
then departed, and the Spirit remained; the consolation would not have been so great as it was. For in fact they 
clung to Him, and could not bear to part with Him; wherefore also to comfort them He said, 

“It is expedient for you that I go away.” (John 16:7) 

 

On this account He also waits during those intermediate days, that they might first despond for awhile, and be 
made, as I said, to feel their need of Him, and then reap a full and unalloyed delight. But if the Spirit were 
inferior to the Son, the consolation would not have been adequate; and how could He have said, 

“It is expedient for you?” 

 

For this reason the greater matters of teaching were reserved for the Spirit, that the disciples might not imagine 
Him inferior. 

  

From Homily 1 of Acts of the Apostles 



 

 

Introducing the Reconnect Campaign & Website 

We are launching a campaign called Reconnect  to assist parishes 
and the faithful as we continue to navigate Catholic life during 
COVID-19 and through the next phases of re-opening. One part of 
the campaign is a website with resources for parishes and the 
public. ReconnectToledo.org has resources to help the faithful, 
including spiritual resources and good news stories. Another 
portion of the website is resources for parishes. These will continue 
to be populated with information in the upcoming week.  

 

If you have any questions about the Reconnect campaign, website, 
or general social media/Communications questions, please contact 
alust@toledodiocese.org. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ryf4nKOJLUYOVVgIgivC4VYDJOnityy1f_DMidXxnNGiK40bug-tsnzn4NMECpqVoJ-0iZuyIZ_L3h_QQbOuGM74Bi9Pdp-1hnBT18Vc1x04T2QfT7zCMY1wSshJpylCr00se0OHxIsatWnm7JMu8ptSELX1boMt&c=55M9_FmBViz7F5eC00EYK-b7jOiINz_jCTYB5qNinvls80OVZY8psw==&ch=BgcwD
mailto:alust@toledodiocese.org






Saint Charles Lwanga  

                               and Companions, Martyrs

Saint Boniface, Bishop and Martyr

Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity

With the 4th of July falling on a Saturday this year, 
we will not be having Mass at 9:00 AM, as we 
usually do on a holiday.  Mass on July 4 will be at 

5:00 PM, per our regular Mass schedule



Regular Parish office hours will be resuming starting 
June 1 from 9 a.m. - 2 p.m,, Monday through 
Friday.   We respectfully request that all business 
that can be done by phone continue in that manner, 
and ask,  as well,  that all visitors to our parish 
offices demonstrate social distancing guidelines.  

Vacation Bible School has been cancelled for this 
year.  We do look forward to seeing you next 
summer!  Thank you for all who donated to VBS... 
those donations, barring the perishable food items 
that might expire, will be kept until next year's 
event.   We look forward to seeing you soon!   



 
 
O Mary, you shine continuously 
on our journey as a sign of 
salvation and hope. 
 
We entrust ourselves to you, 
Health of the Sick. 
 
At the foot of the Cross you 
participated in Jesus’ pain, with steadfast faith. 
 
You, Salvation of the Roman People, know what we 
need. 
 
We are certain that you will provide, so that, 
as you did at Cana of Galilee, joy and feasting might 
return after this moment of trial. 
 
Help us, Mother of Divine Love, to conform 
ourselves to the Father’s will and to do what Jesus 
tells us: 
 
He who took our sufferings upon Himself, and bore 
our sorrows to bring us, through the Cross, to the 
joy of the Resurrection. Amen. 
 
We seek refuge under your protection, O Holy 
Mother of God. 
 
Do not despise our pleas – we who are put to the test 
– and deliver us from every danger, O glorious and 
blessed Virgin. 



Daily Prayer 
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