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“Statement of Bishop Daniel E. Thomas on 

The Death of George Floyd and the Resulting Aftermath” 

 

 “I can’t breathe.” The harrowing plea of George Floyd as he was violently robbed of his life, now 
seared into our minds, hearts and souls; and the chanting of that phrase in protests, many tragically marked by 
violence and vandalism, are a stark reminder that hatred, racism and injustice are alive and well. Attacks on 
human life cannot be tolerated because each human life has inherent dignity and all human life is sacred. The 
right to life is the first and most fundamental principle of human rights that leads us actively to work for a 
greater respect for human life and a greater commitment to justice and peace.  
 United with Catholics throughout the Diocese of Toledo and together with all people of good will, we 
denounce in the strongest terms immoral actions which are the poison fruit of racism; and we denounce 
immoral actions which are born of hatred and result in unbridled violence. "Love compels each of us to resist 
racism courageously. It requires us to reach out generously to the victims of this evil, to assist the conversion 
needed in those who still harbor racism, and to begin to change policies and structures that allow racism to 
persist" Open Wide Our Hearts: The Enduring Call To Love, A  Pastoral Letter Against Racism  (USCCB, Nov 
2018, p. 18).  
 While it might be easy to denounce racism and violence in a written statement, in a catchphrase on a 
poster, or in a political call for systemic change; it is far from easy to stop and examine where they have their 
roots: in one’s own heart, thoughts, intentions, speech and attitudes. It is never easy for anyone to identify any 
sin or vice and work courageously to eradicate it, never easy to work to replace it with goodness and virtue. 
Only such an examination leads to a "genuine conversion of heart, a conversion that will compel change, and 
the reform of our institutions and society" (p. 7). Only personal ongoing conversion from evil and sin can lead 
to the healing so desperately needed today. 
 Pope Francis exhorts us: “My friends, we cannot tolerate or turn a blind eye to racism and exclusion in 
any form and yet claim to defend the sacredness of every human life. At the same time, we have to recognize 
that the violence of recent nights is self-destructive and self-defeating. Nothing is gained by violence and so 
much is lost…let us implore the national reconciliation and peace for which we yearn.” 

 As we pledge our prayers for the repose of George Floyd, for all who have lost their lives, and for their 
grieving loved ones, we pray together for our broken and wounded nation. Most of all do we pray that every 
person so disturbed and outraged by the events of these last days will work to promote and protect that peace 
and justice which is the right of all citizens, no matter their race. We cannot condone the brutality of some in 
law enforcement which led to the horrific death of George Floyd; we cannot condone the violence of some 
protesters which brutalizes and ruins the livelihoods of ordinary citizens. 
 “If one member of the body suffers, all suffer together” (1Cor 12:26). In this moment we are all 
suffering, united in particular with the suffering African American community. In this moment, we cannot lose 
sight of George Floyd’s struggle to breathe, nor be deaf to the “I can’t breathe” of the countless voices of those 
for whom there is no one to speak. Nor can we be blind to those who try to manipulate this moment of 
suffering to promote an agenda of hatred and foment division to pit us one against the other.  
 As members of the human race, in this moment, it feels difficult to breathe. The violence we have all 
witnessed has left us breathless. We look forward to that day when, moved by the Holy Spirit, the Breath of 
God, we can stand united as one human family in a society moving toward hope and healing. We look forward 
to that day when the harrowing plea “I can’t breathe” has been transformed into a full throated “I can breathe 
freely!”; where each human person can breathe deeply of the pure air of mercy, love, harmony, peace, justice, 
understanding and respect for each human person! 



POPE SAINT JOHN PAUL II 

GENERAL AUDIENCE 

Wednesday 31 May 2000 

 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 

1. The Christian Pentecost, a celebration of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, presents various aspects in the 
writings of the New Testament. We will start with the one we have just heard described in the passage from the 
Acts of the Apostles. It is the most obvious one in everyone's mind, in the history of art and in the liturgy itself. 
 

In his second work, Luke situates the gift of the Spirit within a theophany, that is, a solemn divine revelation, 
whose symbols refer to Israel's experience at Sinai (cf. Ex 19). The roar, the driving wind and the lightening-

like fire exalt the divine transcendence. In reality, it is the Father who gives the Spirit through the intervention 
of the glorified Christ. Peter says so in his address:  Jesus, "being therefore exalted at the right hand of God, 
and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, has poured out this which you see and 
hear" (Acts 2: 33). At Pentecost, as the Catechism of the Catholic Church teaches, the Holy Spirit is 
"manifested, given and communicated as a divine Person.... On that day, the Holy Trinity is fully 
revealed" (CCC, nn. 731-732).  
 

2. The whole Trinity, in fact, is involved in the inbreaking of the Spirit, who is poured out upon the first 
community and upon the Church in every age as the seal of the New Covenant foretold by the prophets (cf. Jer 
31: 31-34; Ez 36: 24-27), to support its witness and as a source of unity in plurality. In the power of the Holy 
Spirit, the Apostles proclaim the Risen One, and all believers, in the diversity of their languages and thus of 
their cultures and historical events, profess the same faith in the Lord, "telling ... the mighty works of 
God" (Acts 2: 11). 
 

It is significant to note that a Jewish commentary on Exodus, recalling chapter 10 of Genesis, which sketches a 
map of the 70 nations which were then thought to comprise humanity as a whole, leads them back to Sinai to 
hear the word of God:  "At Sinai the Lord's voice was divided into 70 languages, so that all the nations could 
understand" (Exodus Rabba' 5, 9). So too in the Lucan Pentecost, the Word of God is addressed to humanity 
through the Apostles, in order to proclaim "the mighty works of God" (Acts 2: 11) to all peoples even with 
their differences. 
 

3. In the New Testament, however, there is another account that we could call the Johannine Pentecost. In the 
fourth Gospel, the outpouring of the Holy Spirit actually takes place on the very evening of Easter and is 
closely connected to the Resurrection. In John we read:  "On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, 
the doors being shut where the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said 
to them, "Peace be with you!'. When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the 
disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you. As the Father has 
sent me, even so I send you'. And when he had said this, he breathed on them, and said to them, "Receive the 
Holy Spirit. 
 

If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained'" (Jn 20: 19-23). 



The glory of the Trinity also shines out in this Johannine account:  the glory of the risen Christ who appears in 
his glorious body, of the Father, who is the source of the apostolic mission, and of the Spirit poured out as the 
gift of peace. This fulfils the promise which Christ had made between these same walls in his farewell 
discourse to the disciples:  "But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will 
teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you" (Jn 14: 26). The Spirit's 
presence in the Church is intended for the forgiveness of sins, for remembering and carrying out the Gospel in 
life, for the ever deeper achievement of unity in love. 
 

The symbolic act of breathing is meant to recall the action of the Creator who, after forming man's body from 
the dust of the ground, "breathed into his nostrils" to give him "the breath of life" (Gn 2: 7). The risen Christ 
communicates another breath of life, "the Holy Spirit". Redemption is a new creation, a divine work with 
which the Church is called to collaborate through the ministry of reconciliation. 
 

4. The Apostle Paul does not offer us a direct account of the outpouring of the Spirit but describes its fruits 
with such intensity that one could speak of a Pauline Pentecost, which is also marked by the Trinity. 
According to two parallel passages in the Letters to the Galatians and to the Romans, in fact, the Spirit is the 
gift of the Father, who makes us his adoptive children, giving us a share in the very life of the divine family. 
Paul therefore says:  "For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received 
the spirit of sonship. When we cry, "Abba! Father!', it is the Spirit himself bearing witness with our spirit that 
we are children of God, and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ" (Rom 8: 15-17; 
cf. Gal 4: 6-7). 
 

With the Holy Spirit in our hearts, we can address God with the familiar name abba, the name Jesus himself 
used with his heavenly Father (cf. Mk 14: 36). Like him, we must walk according to the Spirit in profound 
inner freedom:  "The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness, self-control" (Gal 5: 22). 
 

Let us end our contemplation of the Trinity at Pentecost with an invocation from the liturgy of the East:  
"Come, peoples, let us adore the Divinity in three Persons:  the Father in the Son with the Holy Spirit. For the 
Father begets from eternity a coeternal Son who lives and reigns with him, and the Holy Spirit is in the Father, 
glorified with the Son, one power, one substance, one divinity.... Holy Trinity, glory to you!" (Vespers of 
Pentecost). 



SOLEMNITY OF THE MOST HOLY TRINITY  
JUNE 15/16, 2019 

DEACON BOB YERHOT, DIOCESE OF WINONA, MN 

 

We all experience God in some way and we desperately want to understand Him. God has given us the ability 
to see, hear, smell, taste, touch, remember, and imagine through which we perceive God’s presence. God has 
given us our minds to ponder Him, to try to understand Him, and He has given us our wills to choose and want 
Him who is the greatest good in life, and our passions to love Him. Throughout the many centuries of human 
history, God revealed Himself more and more to humankind and we have gradually grown in our 
understanding of who God is. Yet, God remains mysterious. Today’s feast of the Holy Trinity is a celebration 
of the mystery who is God. 
 

With the coming of Jesus and the Holy Spirit into the world, God has shown us that He is Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit; that He is a mystery too deep for us to understand, but a mystery we can know in ways words 
cannot express. We know God as our Father; we know Him as our brother and Lord Jesus Christ the Son of the 
Father, and we know Him as the Holy Spirit the fire of love. He is one God, and three Persons. We know Him 
even if our words are too weak to fully explain Him. God is a perfect and eternal flow of Divine Love, of 
Divine Charity: Father loving the Son and the Son loving the Father so perfectly that the Holy Spirit, the bond 
of their Love, is God. The Father loves the Son and the Son goes forth to do the Father’s will in the power of 
the Holy Spirit, so that we, his people, may enter into God’s love and life. 
 

Yes, God also reveals himself to us in the Church. He shares Himself with each human being He creates, and 
He calls each of us into the Church. God says, “I want you to know Me. I am here. Listen and look and you 
will find Me. Look for me within yourselves! Look for me in my Body the Church.” I’ve met God in the 
depths of my heart, and in the Church. I have met him when alone, and I have met Him in this community of 
faith, and so have you; we all have met God whether we realize it or not, whether we recognized Him or not. 
He has been here for us in good times and bad. At every moment we are sustained us by His love. If He were 
not love, we would cease to exist. 
 

Even though we cannot fully explain Him, we know Him, and have known Him throughout our lives and He 
wants us to enter more deeply into the mystery and live in love just as He lives as Love. 
 

That is the astounding thing to me. God is a cycle of perfect love. We, mere human beings, are drawn into the 
love of God Himself. We are drawn up into this flow of Divine Charity which is the Holy Trinity. We are 
caught up in it, and must remain in it forever. God wants to pull us in to Himself. He is like a strong current in 
the ocean that we don’t see, but we feel. The ocean current pulls us away from the shore and into the depths of 
the sea, just as God pulls us from the smallness of this life into the infinite and unknown depths of His life. 
Yes, we can resist His pull with our sins, exhausting ourselves, but in the end we have to let go of this world 
and live in the next world for all eternity where we will either experience the rest and peace we all need and 
want in heaven, or we will painfully feel separation from God’s life. God’s pull on us is strong, stronger that 
the pull of evil and He made us to want Him. He made us to be vulnerable to Him. He made us to love Him 
and to be with Him, but He won’t force us into heaven. We must choose. 
 

So, on this Solemnity of the Holy Trinity, may we once again rest in God’s love for us. May we rejoice in the 
mystery of Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
 

May we not resist Him with our sins, but be swept away by His love. 



 

 

Introducing the Reconnect Campaign & Website 

We are launching a campaign called Reconnect  to assist parishes 
and the faithful as we continue to navigate Catholic life during 
COVID-19 and through the next phases of re-opening. One part of 
the campaign is a website with resources for parishes and the 
public. ReconnectToledo.org has resources to help the faithful, 
including spiritual resources and good news stories. Another 
portion of the website is resources for parishes. These will continue 
to be populated with information in the upcoming week.  
 

If you have any questions about the Reconnect campaign, website, 
or general social media/Communications questions, please contact 
alust@toledodiocese.org. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ryf4nKOJLUYOVVgIgivC4VYDJOnityy1f_DMidXxnNGiK40bug-tsnzn4NMECpqVoJ-0iZuyIZ_L3h_QQbOuGM74Bi9Pdp-1hnBT18Vc1x04T2QfT7zCMY1wSshJpylCr00se0OHxIsatWnm7JMu8ptSELX1boMt&c=55M9_FmBViz7F5eC00EYK-b7jOiINz_jCTYB5qNinvls80OVZY8psw==&ch=BgcwD
mailto:alust@toledodiocese.org


With the 4th of July falling on a Saturday this year, 
we will not be having Mass at 9:00 AM, as we 
usually do on a holiday.  Mass on July 4 will be at 
5:00 PM, per our regular Mass schedule



Regular Parish office hours will be from 9 a.m. - 2 
p.m,, Monday through Friday.   We respectfully 
request that all business that can be done by phone 
continue in that manner, and ask,  as well,  that all 
visitors to our parish offices demonstrate social 
distancing guidelines.  

Vacation Bible School has been cancelled for this 
year.  We do look forward to seeing you next 
summer!  Thank you for all who donated to VBS... 
those donations, barring the perishable food items 
that might expire, will be kept until next year's 
event.   We look forward to seeing you soon!   

The First Eucharist Retreat for all young people who 
prepared to receive their sacrament this year will be 
taking place on Saturday, July 11th, from 9 a.m.- 11 
a.m. in the church.  Please contact Elizabeth Wurm  
at wurm.elizabeth@myspartans. Org or 
419.524.2572 ext. 2114 for more details.  

Thank you for your continued generosity to our par-
ish during this pandemic.  Every sacrificial gift is 
accepted in the Lord’s eyes. 
Please remember to include our parish in your 
estate planning. 



Everything is a grace, everything is the direct effect of our 
Father's love - difficulties, contradictions, humiliations, all 
the soul's miseries, her burdens, her needs - everything, 
because through them, she learns humility, realizes her 
weakness. Everything is a grace because everything is 
God's gift. Whatever be the character of life or its unex-
pected events - to the heart that loves, all is well. 

                                                               St. Therese of Lisieux 

mailto:wurm.elizabeth@myspartans.org
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