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Introducing the Reconnect Campaign & Website 

We are launching a campaign called Reconnect  to assist parishes 
and the faithful as we continue to navigate Catholic life during 
COVID-19 and through the next phases of re-opening. One part of 
the campaign is a website with resources for parishes and the 
public. ReconnectToledo.org has resources to help the faithful, 
including spiritual resources and good news stories. Another 
portion of the website is resources for parishes. These will continue 
to be populated with information in the upcoming week.  
 

If you have any questions about the Reconnect campaign, website, 
or general social media/Communications questions, please contact 
alust@toledodiocese.org. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ryf4nKOJLUYOVVgIgivC4VYDJOnityy1f_DMidXxnNGiK40bug-tsnzn4NMECpqVoJ-0iZuyIZ_L3h_QQbOuGM74Bi9Pdp-1hnBT18Vc1x04T2QfT7zCMY1wSshJpylCr00se0OHxIsatWnm7JMu8ptSELX1boMt&c=55M9_FmBViz7F5eC00EYK-b7jOiINz_jCTYB5qNinvls80OVZY8psw==&ch=BgcwD
mailto:alust@toledodiocese.org


Hello everyone, 
 

Just yesterday, the Diocese of Toledo was very blessed to have four men be ordained priests by Bishop 
Thomas: Fr. Zachary Brown, Fr. Kevin Moebius, Fr. Michael Bialorucki, and Fr. Peter Grodi.  We give thanks 
to God for these men answering the Lord’s call for them to be priests in this little corner of his vineyard.  
Please continue to pray for these priests as they enter into their parish assignments in the coming days.  Pray 
especially for the one who is coming to take my place here at St. Peter’s!  This is unknown as I write this 
because the Bishop makes the official public announcement immediately following the ordination Mass. 
 

It is actually quite a moving experience to be present for an ordination Mass.  As priests, we see the men being 
ordained and we fondly remember everything that brought us to the same powerful moment years prior when 
we were laying prostrate and kneeling in the same spots on the floor of the cathedral sanctuary.  We call to 
mind the many people who were instrumental in fostering within us the ability to not only listen to what the 
Lord Jesus was telling us, but who also gave us the courage to do it- to lay down our lives and be completely at 
the Lord’s service, no matter what he would later ask us to do as priests. 
 

At the same time, while we concelebrate the ordination Mass, we notice the brother priests around us and are 
inspired by the priests who have been ordained longer than we ourselves have.  There is a great consolation in 
this!  Seeing how the Lord has used these men as his instruments in numerous different manners and locations, 
we are confirmed in our knowledge that he will provide for us as we continue in his service.  We are grateful 
for the gift of the sacraments, we are grateful for our Bishop, and we are grateful for the many faithful people 
of God that we have met and will meet in our parishes. 
 

As I have come to the end of my assignment here at St. Peter’s, I can definitely say that I am very grateful for 
the many ways the Lord has blessed me through all of you.  From the first day I arrived here, I experienced the 
kindness and generosity of this community and that has continued for the past three years.  I wish I could say 
goodbye to everyone as we normally would, but with the COVID restrictions/precautions, that is unfortunately 
not possible at the moment.  However, when we get back to “normal” and the restrictions are lifted, I hope to 
come back to say goodbye properly. 
 

As I write this, I am surrounded by boxes and my sitting room looks much more like a war room.  However, as 
I pack these boxes, I am also surrounded by many memories of the many different people I have met here and 
the many different experiences I have had.  Many have asked me if they can come to Paulding County to visit 
me at my new parish.  Certainly!  Please know that you are always welcome at my parish and I do hope to see 
you there sometime.  Divine Mercy Parish is about a two-hour drive, so I understand that it will not be easy for 
some to get there.  But until then, or even if you cannot, we can always meet in the Sacred Heart, because there 
is no distance in the Eucharist! 
 

Many thanks to Fr. Hite and the parish staff for their patience, kindness, and help as I learned the ropes of 
parish life.  Also, many thanks to all of you.  Thank you for your support over the last three years and know 
that St. Peter’s will always hold a special place in my heart! 
 

With much gratitude and continued prayers, 
Fr. Austin 



With the 4th of July falling on a Saturday this year, 
we will not be having Mass at 9:00 AM, as we 
usually do on a holiday.  Mass on July 4 will be at 
5:00 PM, per our regular Mass schedule

Thank you for your continued generosity to our par-
ish during this pandemic.  Every sacrificial gift is 
accepted in the Lord’s eyes. 
Please remember to include our parish in your 
estate planning. 

 

Get all your raffle tickets online 
(www.tiffinstjoseph.org) or in person (36 Melmore 
Street) at the Tiffin St. Joseph “Grab & Go” Festival 
on July 11 & 12, 2020! Our 68th annual festival will 
look a little different this year due to COVID-19. 
Saturday’s hours will be 2:00-8:00 PM and Sunday, 
11:00 AM-7:00 PM. Both days will feature the Main 
Raffle (Grand Prize - $10,000), Super Raffle (with 
over 75 prizes for all ages), 50/50 Raffle and Instant 
Bingo and area food vendors/trucks will offer a 
variety of sandwich and snack items for your 
enjoyment. On Sunday, our World Famous Chicken 
Dinners will be offered take-out style and must be 
pre-ordered and paid by Monday, July 6 through the 
St. Joseph parish website or by calling the parish 
office at 419-447-5848. Unfortunately, many 
favorites won’t be available, such as the Cake 
Wheel, Bingo or adult gambling, and there won’t be 
games or rides for the younger group, but we plan to 
bring them all back next year! If you are looking for 
great used items, the General Store will be in the St. 
Joseph Activity Center Gym on June 26-27 from 
9:00 AM-5:00 PM. So come to the St. Joseph 
Festival, get your tickets, and grab some great food 
to go! And if you can’t make it, all raffle tickets are 
available on our parish website: 
www.tiffinstjoseph.org. 

FREEDOM 

Those who deny freedom to others deserve it not for 
themselves and under a just God cannot long retain 
it. 
—Abraham Lincoln 

 

THE CROSS AND HOPE 

The cross of Christ is the true ground and chief 
cause of Christian hope. 

—Pope St. Leo I  

http://www.tiffinstjoseph.org
http://www.tiffinstjoseph.org


Regular Parish summer office hours will be from 9 
a.m. - 2 p.m,, Monday through Friday.   We 
respectfully request that all business that can be done 
by phone continue in that manner, and ask,  as 
well,  that all visitors to our parish offices 
demonstrate social distancing guidelines.  

We are proud to announce that we will be offering 
VBS this July but it is VBS... in a bag!   Yes, it is a 
take home version of Vacation Bible School that 
we can provide to you so that your child can 
experience all the fun of VBS at home.   It will 
include materials, teaching lessons, videos and 
fun!     Our theme for our VBS in a Bag is "God is 
Out of This World!"   It should be a lot of fun and 
I hope you can all join us for it! 
  

If you are interested in participating in VBS in a 
bag, please contact Elizabeth Wurm  at 
wurm.elizabeth@myspartans.org no later than June 
29th to get registered.  There is no cost to the 
program and all program materials will be available 
to pick up at the parish office on July 13th!   The 
program is geared to preschool aged children to 
about the fourth grade.  

The First Eucharist Retreat for all young people who 
prepared to receive their sacrament this year will be 
taking place on Saturday, July 11th, from 9 a.m.- 11 
a.m. in the church.  Please contact Elizabeth Wurm  
at wurm.elizabeth@myspartans.org or 419.524.2572 
ext. 2114 for more details.  

mailto:wurm.elizabeth@myspartans.org


Lord Jesus Christ, In a time of anxiety, fear and op-
pression you came to bring peace and offer reconcili-
ation. You sent your Spirit to bring strength to those 
who believed in you. You revealed your Father as 
the Father of all people; a Father who cares for every 
single individual and embraces them with love and 
mercy. It is that love and mercy, made manifest by 
your cross, that shines your light on us all, creates 
new life, offers a new way of living, and brings a 
Gospel message that is a sign of hope. Give us the 
courage to live your Gospel fully even in the midst 
of uncertainty, to share your word vibrantly even if it 
leads to scorn, and to respond to others generously 
even when we feel like holding back. Show us the 
way to live as good stewards of your presence among 
us, and in doing so, may we shine your light on a 
darkened world. Amen. 
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